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ADVERTISEMENT

TO THE SECOND EDITION.

Tax first edition of this Essay contained notices of
such Coins only as were in my possession, with
one or two exceptions; it was therefore brief and
imperfect, as necessarily confined to very limited
matgrials. By the kindness of friends, to whose col~
lections I have since had access, I have now con-
siderably enlarged it, and made what appears to me
to be an exceedingly curious and interesting addition,
by introducing some of the remains of the Gnostic
sects, who formed so distinguished and striking a
feature in the early ages of the Christian church. It
may be thought that I have given them an im-
portance to which they are not entitled; but I am
disposed to think that the early ecclesiastical writers
were coinpetent judges of the state of the Christian
world when they wrote; and I have not attached -
more consequence to those extraordinary sectarians,
than I am warranted to do by the writings of their
contemporaries.
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I had stated, as a subject of regret, that no one
had, I believe, made Christian Coins subservient to.
the details of the spread and progress of Christianity
among mankind ; and my attention has since been
directed more than once to Mr. Taylor’s edition of
Calmet’s Dictionary of the Bible. Without at all
meaning to question the merit of that very learned
and useful work, or the elucidations the numerous
. Coins there exhibited give to Scriptural allusions
and biblical interpretations, I presaume I had not as-
serted too much. There are but two Christiun
Coins, or rather one, of different sizes among the
fac-similes there exhibited, and these do not allude
to any historical event connected with the progress
of Christianity : the illustrations which the rest afford
are directed to other objects. In the voluminous and
learned’ works, indeed, of Bandurius, Du Cange,

Vaillant, and others, there are scattered notices of

some events alluded to by the Coins, and these notices.
I have availed myself of, and acknowledged.




AN ESSAY

ON SOME ANCIENT COINS, MEDALS, AND GEMS, AS
ILLUSTRATING THE EARLY PROGRESS
OF CHRISTIANITY.

Coins, as connected with inscriptions on stone,
are memorials of historical facts, more certain,
because more permanent and unalterable, than
the writings of the historian. There is not now
in existence a single manuscript that was actu-
ally written by the hand of any author who
lived a few hundred years ago, except perhaps
the - mutilated fragments buried in Hercula-
neum or the Catacombs of Egypt; but there
are ‘many historical documents in metal and
marble, which have survived the lapse of more
. than two thousand years, and are as legible as
when. they were first published. Such docu-
ments, therefore, when known to be genuine,
are irresistible evidence which no future histo-
rian can controvert, because they are not liable
to the corruptions and uncertainties introduced
by copyists into manuscripts, which are of
B
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necessity transcribed at intervals, as the mate-
rials on which the writing was originally made,
fall into decay. The study, therefore, of coins
and gems, is recommended to our notice by
many interesting circumstances ; as displaying
the most unerring and best preserved monu-
ments of ancient art; as conveying to us the
dress and manners of the times to which they
belong ; as bringing us acquainted with the cha-
racter and features of the persons they repre-
sent; but, above all, as illustrating the events
to which their fabrication alludes, and so be+
coming the standard of history, and the testi-
mony of its truth and falsehood.

But while great pains have been taken to
illustrate by their means the historical facts of
Pagan Greece, and Rome, there are few who
have thought it worth their while to make them
subservient to the more interesting details of the
spread and progress of Christianity among man-
kind, as if that circamstance had so deteriorated
the arts, that no Coin, Medal, or Gem, which
contained any allusion to it was worthy of the
slightest notice of the collector.* This affected

® Pinkerton is particularly testy on this subject. ‘Coins of
the Byzantine emperors he calls “ utterly barbarous,” and says,
¢ that the admission of a coin of that barbarous nation, the Jews,
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eontempt - has enabled me to make a larger
collection. in the east than I could hope to
obtain had I more competitors, and from this 1
shall select- some, which, with a few others, may
sfford a brief illustration of some historical facts
in the early ages of Christianity.

The Coins alluded to are of different metals—
gold, silver, and bronze, and of different dimen«
gions, and the Gems of different materials:
these are noticed in the fac similes.

In speaking of Coins, the obverse means the
principal face, on which is generally placed the
head of the morarch ; the reverse, the opposite
side, on which is generally some device. The
whole surface is called the field; letters on the
field are called the tnscription; letters round
the edge, the legend. The past divided by a
tine at the bettom is called the exergus :* letters
in the exergue getierally imply the place where
the coin was stamped ; if several letters form a

is justly esteemed a diaprdce- to & cabineét”” The only work on
Coins published in England hefore his- Essay, was an ingenious
little treatise by the Rev. Dr. Jennings; he unluckily noticed
some Jewish and Christian colns, and Pinkerton says he would
¢ pass him over in-silent contempt, as he is taken up with Jewish
shekels and divinity, as in duty bound to pray !"—Pinkerton on
Medals, vol. i. p. 13. ‘ ‘
® o spyov, out of the work.
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single character, it is called a monogram : these
two latter are very obscure and imperfectly
known. Mediobarbus and others give them an
interpretation very complex ; I have rather
adopted the conjectures which are more obvious
and simple. In speaking of Gems, I have used
the term face, or side; there is sometimes but
one, and if there be two, there is nothing to
mark what would distinguish the principal one.

The first 1 shall mention, as probably the
earliest in point of time, is of Hebrew origin.
In the year 1812, a peasant in the county of
Cork, in Ireland, was digging potatoes, accom-
panied by his daughter, who picked them up
as they were thrown above the ground. Among
them she found, encrusted with clay, what she
thought to be a large button, and handing it to
her father, he rubbed the edge on the sleeve
of his coat, and in a short time it became bright,
like gold. He now imagined he had gained a
prize, -and proceeded with it to his landiord,
Mr. Corlett, a gentleman of Cork, of the Society
of Friends. He further cleaned it, and found
it to be an antique medal of singular struc-
ture and device. On one side was the head of
our Saviour, and on the other a Hebrew inscrip-
tion; both, however, considerably injured by
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"time. As the place where the potatoes were
planted had been the site of a very ancient
monastery, coeval with the first introduction of
Christianity into Ireland, but of which even the
ruins had long since disappeared,* it was ima-
gined, with every probability, .that this medal
had been brought into Ireland by some of the
religious community at a very early period, and
as such, was an object of great interest. Fac-
similes, therefore, were taken from it, and sent
about, and in a short time it excited in ne
slight degree the attention of the learned, and
various conjectures were made as to its age and
origin. About this time a medal of a similar
kind came into my possession, obtained from a
Polish Jew, at Rostoc, in Germany; and on
comparing it with that found in Ireland, it ap~
peared to be an exact counterpart, and strack
from the same die. As it had not suffered the
same injuries from attrition and erosion, it was
in a highly perfect state of preservation, and
the letters, which were much injured in the
former, and caused some obscurity in the in-
scription, were in this sharp and distinct as
when they were struck. But the bust of Christ

® Many religious edifices in Ireland were destroyed by the
Danes long before the period of the Reformation.
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wiay singularly beautiful : it-bad a pensive sab+
limity ‘in its air and character that exactly ac-
corded with our ideas of its great prototype,
as if he had sat for the picture; and the exer
cution denoted it to havebeen the production
of an era when the arts were in the highest
vigour. It would appear by the testimony of
different writers, that it was first. mentioned by
Theseus. Ambrosius,* and after him.had been a
subject of enquiry by the learned of Europe for
enore than two centuries ; that it made its first
appearance in:Rome, when the Venus de Medioi
and other long-ost productions of ancient art
‘were again brought to light ; that inferior copies
of it were multiplied, with slight variatious, but
thad the original was not a coin, but a tessera,
‘or amulet, struck by the first Jewish converts to
Christianity, and' worn by them as a pious me-
merial of their Master;t and finally, that the

® The work of Theseus Ambrosius is of great rarity and anti-
.quity ;, there is not a copy of it, I believe, in the British Museum.

+ Alius Lampridius relates that Alexander Severus kept
the representation of Christ with that of Apollonius, Abraham,
‘Orpheus, and others, on which he makes the following remark.
. At vexo Paganos imaginem Christi aliquando conservasse, dis-
_cipulos neglexisse, horret animus omnino cogitare multo minus
credere. * The mind shudders to think, much less to believe’
that Pagans should preserve a representation of Christ, and his
disciples neglectit.” See Num. Zr. Vet.Christ. Both Irensus and
Eusebius mention that they had such pictures or representations.
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date was indicated by the Hebrew letter aleph
on the obverse, whieh then, as. well as now, e«
presented the nnmeral I, and indicated that it was
strack in the first year after the resurrection.*
The opinions here hazarded have been much dis-
puted, particularly the supposed date. Nex has
the use for which it was struck been less a sub-
jeet of difference. It must have been intended
either for a circulating coin, a medal to com~
memorate an interesting event, a relic to gratify
pious credulity, or an amulet, ‘or charm, to
_ protect the wearer against injury or misfor-
tune. All these opinions are adopted by dif-
ferent writers ; but whatever might have been
the origin, there is strong evidence that it was
generally applied to the fourth purpose, and
used as an abrasax, in that class of superstitious
fabrications which were so highly prized in the
first ages of Christianity. Such was the opinion
of the Jew from whom it was purchased, who
had marked it Christian Talisman, and parted

¢ Many learned modern Jews, to whom I shewed the medal,
concurred in this conjecture. Years, on coins of that ®ra, are
frequently expressed by Greek and Roman letters, representing
numerals; the regular dates on Christian coins were not intro-
duced for several centuries after. On this subject, however, while
I quote the opinion of others, my own agrees with the Commen-
tagor of Jobert, “ gue la vraie solution de ces Znigmes Numis-
matiques n’est pas encore trouvée.”—Job, ii. 297.
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with it as a thing highly valuable to a Christian,
but of no 'importance to a Jew. Under this
impression, the late learned vice-provest of
Trinity College, Dublin, gave me the following
interpretation of the inscription founded upon
the mysteries of the Cabala. The letters in the
lines are purposely placed in the following -ar-
rangement and combination, and so differ from
the correct mode of Hebrew writing :

1. 2.3 4 7 8 28 52
1. Implied unity or individuality.

2. 3. lucky and unlucky mimbers.
4. 1st square
8. 1st cube
7. implies week } denotes time.

52. year

28. 2nd perfect number.

}denote space.

The following then wou]d be the influence of
the amulet: * to the mdmdual who bears this,
‘in gevery state of hfe whether prosperous or
adverse, in every part of space, and in every

“ pomon of time, it will prove a perfect security
“ through the Lord Jesus, who, being the Mes-
“ siah, reigns,” &c.

The value annexed to the medal has also
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been a sabject of mnch controversy, some hold-
ing it in the most extravagant estimation, and
some ‘rejecting it altogether as unworthy of a
place in any cabinet. But it appears to me
that both those opinions are erroneous. There
is no certain evidence that it has a claim to the
high autiquity and interesting origin that sonse
assign to it ; yet it is, nevertheless; certain that
it has a respectable claim to the attention of the
curions. When literature and science began
to dawn in Europe after the darkness of the
middle ages, and the minds of inquisitive
men were first directed to search for the. re-
mains of ancient art, this medal was discovered.
It was seen at Rome by Theseus Ambrosius,
and described as'a great curiosity in the ponti-
ficate of Julius II. the immediate predecessor
of Leo X. the reviver of learning in -Europe.
This proves that it existed at that time, and was
among the objects of ancient art that then en-
gaged the attention of the learned ; but it does not
prove that it did not exist long before. Indeed
the very circumstance of its wanting a nimbus of
glory round the head, is a presumption amount-
ingalmostto 3 certainty, that it was not fabricated
after the 7th century, at which time that symbol
of sanctity was adopted as a distinctive mark of
B3
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saored persoms,- and it was considered impious
110 depigt them without it.* The very curipus
:and soaree wark of Theseus Ambrosius has been
Jout recently found in the library of Trinity
+College, Dublin, where it had remained for two
wenturies unknown, and but for this late and
-accidental discovery his evidence would be want-
ing in the enquiry. How many rare works of
-asimidar kind and earlier -date, illustrative of
.the subject may yet be discovered, we -cannot
- presume to say ; but since his time the medal
has been noticed and described by a series of
-writers down to the present day.t Without

‘® On this subject, Julio Bartelocclo de Celling, in his Bib-
lioth. Mag. Rabbinica, in 1695, thus indignantly expresses him-
self when noticing this medal, “ Cur autem caput Salvatoris diade-
mikte non ornatur ! Heec injuria Salvatori-ilkita tolleranda nen
est1”— Why is not the head of the-Saviour ornamented with a
diadem? This insult offered to the Saviour is not to be
endured !”

+ Among those who have subsequently noticed the medsl,
the following authors have given fac-similes of it in their works,
with slight variations of the original in the several copies, viz.
"Waserus de Antiq. Num. Hebreorum, 1605 ; Alstedius Preecog-
nita Theologia, 1616 ; Hottingerus-de Cippis Hebrmicis, 1658;

~ Wagenseil Sota, 1672 ; Leusden Philologus, Heb. Mixt. 16963
. Surenhusius Mischna, 1700 ; Rowland Mona Antiqua, 1702
‘One similar to that found at Friars Walk, in Cork, was ‘dis-
covered in Rowland’s time, at the sadient Cirque of . Brip-gwin,
in Wales, and deemed by this learned antiquarian so great a
curiosity, that he sent it to his friend Luid, the keeper of the
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myself -deciding on amy of these conflicting
opimions, 1 have merely referred to their autho-
rities ; but I think it not too much to assert,
that what has been thus an object of -interest
and xesearch to the learned men of Earope for
nearly three hundred 'years, must be of mo
small value in the estimation of a curious en-
quirer.

The metal of which it is composed is a sin-~
gular composition ; it is much paler than brass,
does not tarnish by exposure to air, and might
be mistaken. for. pure: geld, did not its exceed-
ing levity immediately detect it. I[ts weight in
air is 262,76 grains, and its loss in water 31,16,
giving a specific gravity of 8,45. It has another
remarkable property which distinguishes it ; it
is very sonorous, and it thus seems identified
with the xads yxd of the New Testament,
. which might have been the object of the
apostle’s allusion, as well because it was light,
asbecause it was * sounding.”

Ashmole Museum, at Oxford, as a most valuable acquisition to
the arch=ologist. It was unfortunately lost by the way, but he
has preserved a fac-simile of it. After such testimony I cannot
sssent, to the gratuitous sssumption of Jobert, * quoique elle efit
ph &tre faite par quelque Juif converti au Christianisme, est ce-
pendant une de ces medailles, dont lest curieux ne doivent faire
aucom efat.’~=lab. i. 305.
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In the annexed medal, No. I, the obverse re-
presents the head of vur Saviour as described in
the lettersaid to be sent, by Lentulus to Tiberius ;
his hair divided after the manner of the Naza-
renes, plain to his ears, and waving on his
shoulders; his beard thick, not long but forked,
the face beautiful; and the bust fine; over the
whole the tunic falls in graceful folds. On the
obverse is the Hebrew letter N aleph, with the
word YN the Jewish name of Jesus. On the re-
verse is this inscription,

1 oy D W D1Yw3 1 o8 e,
The Messiah has reigned; he came in peace,
and being made the light of man he lives. -

THE GNOSTICS.

At the time that Christianity was promul-
gated to mankind, the nations under the domi-
nion of the Romans, that is the larger part of
the civilized world, were greatly addicted to
mysterious practices ; supposing that there
existed in nature certain influences which they
could control and manage by occult signs ex-
pressed in different ways and on different mate-
rials, and among the nations most notorious
for these opinions, were the Jews and the
Egyptians.  As Christianity originated with
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one, and many of its earliest professors were
found amongst the other, it is not surprising
that they should have brought with them, and
engrafted on the new religion, such opinions
and practices as they had entertained in the
old. Accordingly we read that very early.the
apostles themselves found it necessary to guard
the disciples against such persons, cautioning
them to avoid “ profane and vain babblings
and oppositions to what is falsely calledscience;”*
and in several passages of the epistle are evident
allugions to similar errors among the first pro-
fessors of Christianity, even in the apostolic
ages. Nor did the evil cease, as the doctrines
of the gospel expanded themselves beyond the
local prepossessions of its early converts: a
number of persons, in succession, for two cen-
turies afterwards, are recorded as distinguished
leaders of these wild opinions, which mixed up
-the sacred -truths of the gospel with the fantastic
imaginations of a visionary science, and a vast
multitude of disciples all over the then known
world were found to adopt them.

The first person mentioned as a leader of
these opinions was Simon, a man of Samaria.
He had addicted himself to occult pracuces,

¢ Timothy, vi. 20.
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and had-so beguiled the understandings of the
people, that he persuaded them he was‘some
extraordinary person, and they all affirmed that
¢ the man was the great power of God.”* He,
‘with the rest of the people of Samaria, were
converted by Philip’s preaching; and having
become a believer in the Gospel, he was bap-
tived ; but his old-habits and practices remained
unchanged. He profferred money to the apos-
tles to be endued like them with the power of
eonferring the Holy Spirit, and was severely re-
-buked for his impiety ; but brought to a sense
of his base misconceptions of the divine gifts,
he became penitent, and requested the apostles
to intercede with God for him. From hence
he-went to Rome, and continued there during
the time of Nero’s persecution, and taught his
followers that they might indifferently conform
to the worship of idols, and so they escaped
the cruelties perpetrated upon their more con-
scientious brethren.t It appears that he ‘had
made sach a progress in mechanical knowledge,
that he undertook to fly in the theatre before
all the spectators, and-actually: did support him-
self in the air, as Arnobius says, in a fiery
chariot, while all the Romans were looking at
® Acts viii. 9, 34, + Origen contr. Cels, lib. vi.
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bim ;* but he failed in:-thé attempt, and was
-erushed with the fall, which the ifathers attribuce
to the intercession of Peter and Paxkl; who were
at Rome at the time, and witnessed the expe-
riment: they prayed that the demons who
sapported himshould be made to asbandon him, -
and the consequence was that he fell to the
ground. ' Many. of his opinions and practices
are recorded, and form a strange and deformed
picture of the first Sectarian in(the Christian
-church. He broeght about with him a weman
named Helena, who he affirmed had animated
.formerly the body of her who had caused the
Trojan war, and by  varibus transmigrations
bad passed into her present form ; ke said she
wag the . first conception of his mind, and by her
he bad himself created angels and archangels ;
and that by these angels the world . was after-
wards formed, a fancy which continued to be
.cherished by all his followers under different
denominations for several succeeding centuries.
Hie teught in Samearia that-he was the Father,
iw Judeea that he was the Seu, .and among the
Gentiles that he was the Holy Spirit.+ His

¢ Viderunt enim (Romani) cursum Simonis Magi et quadri-
gas igneas. Arnob. adv. Gentil. lib. ii.
4 Irenmus, lib. i. c. 20. /Epiphan. 21.
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disciples preserved ceriain representations of
him under the form of Jupiter, und of his com-
panion under that of Minerva, to which they
annexed great efficacy and sanctity, and were
-perhaps the first of those Christian amulets
which afterwards became so numerous; and
certain sayings and opinions of his, called Simo-
niani, were the origin of much of that false and
fantastic science which prevailed to -such a
degree among succeeding sectaries: the prac-
tices of his followers, as described by Epipha-
nus, are too foul to particularize.

Another of those men who had corrupted
the purity of the Gospel by the admixture of
Pagan fancies in the Apostolic ages, was Ni-
cholas, one of the seven deacons, a proselyte of
Antioch.* He is supposed to have been the
founder of the sect of the Nicolitains, who .had
polluted the church of Asia, particalarly that
of Pergamus, and whom the evangelist reproves.
The fathers are greatly divided as to the actual
guilt of Nicholas himself ; some affirming that
his sole offence was first putting away his wife,
a very beautiful woman, and then cohabiting
with her again. But whatever may have been
the degree of delinquency in the founders of

¢ Actavi. 1.
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the sect, his followers who assumed his name
were guilty of such flagitious acts as to exceed
in turpitude every other. They keld that plea-
sure was the end and true blessedness of man,
and that it principally consisted in the promis-
caous intercourse of the sexes ; and what appear-
ed to other Christians a no less heinous offence
at the time, they indulged their appetites by
eating, without scruple, of all meats offered to
idols. They imagined a number of deities, to
whom they gave extraordinary sounding names,
calculated to strike their hearers with awe, such
as Barbelo, Jaldabaoth, Caulauchauch,  and
Meitram ;* and these names are recognized on
many of the amulets’ which have been dug up
several ages afterwards; and to increase their
number, every variety of the sect had a different
tribe of deities. - They did not endure dng by
the name of their founder, but have been dis-
tinguished by different other appellations.
They were called Philionites, Stratonici, and
‘Levitici, according to the variety and shades of
opinions which prevailed among them; but

® They had adopted this practice from the contemporary
heathens, whom Lucian exposes sdpamsyrvs dua BapSipima xas
donpa Hopara xed wéAvovAAaBa ¢ mingling with their rites, barba-
rous and senseless words of many syllables.” Lucian Nekuom.
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they were all recognised by these who were not
of their sects, by the  contemptuous .term of
Bobopras or muddy, a reproach derived from
the filth and turpitude of their practices, in
celebrating their unhallowed rites.

Simon and Nicholas were suceeeded by
Menander, who lived in the reign: of Vespasian,
about seventy-five years after the birth of Christ.
He was like Simon, a Samaritan, practised the
same arts, and aceording to Justin Martyr, wes
driven by the same demons. He held that no
one could be saved unless he was baptized in
his name ; and that death could not reach any
one who was so made his disciple. He had
many followers at Antioch, who-were persuaded
. they would never die,* ' -

The next person of note who distinguished
himself- as a follower .of Simon, .and a promals
&ator of similar opinions, was Basilides, who
eclipsed, by the singularity of his tenets, and the
success with which he spread them, the fame of
all his predecessors. This man was a native of
Alexpudria, who was particularly distinguished
in the reign of Hadrian, about one hundred and
twenty years after our Saviour’s birth, for the
profoundness of his mysteries, and the extra-

¢ TertuBlian de Anima, p. 50.



- COINS, MEDALS, AND GEMS. 19

vagant extent to which he carried them.* He
formed a new race of angels, and invented ap-
propriate and extraordinary names for them.
He enjained the doctrine of silence, like Pytha-
goras, amd prescribed it to his disciples for five
years.+ He tanght that God had sent his first
born into the world, who was ealled Christ;
that he appeared as a man, and accomplished
all virtue, but did not siffer death really as was
supposed ; for Simon, the Cyrenean, was sub-
stitated in his place, and the Jews in error cru-
cified him, while he assumed the form of Simon,
and stood by uninjured, laughing at their folly,
and so ascended into Heaven invisible to them
all.i He declared; therefore, that he who be*
lieved that Christ was really crucified, was still
a slave, and under the power of those who made
the body ; but he who denied it, was free from
them. His maxim was, ¢ Kpow all, butlet none
know you;” and hence his followers never per-
formed their mysteries openly, or divnlged them
to the uninitiated. They denied the resurrec~
tion of the flesh strenuously, and insisted that
no promise was made about the salvation of the
body.§ They affirmed that all sins. were not

# Eunsebius Eccles. Hist. lib, iv. c. 7. 4 Ibid.
1 Ireneus, lib. i. c. 23. § Tertul. de prees. c. 464
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forgiven, but only such as' were involuntary and
done in ignorance.* The opinion they enter-
tained of themselves was most extravagant,
founded on the supposed superiority of their
knowledge and attainments : they esteemed
themselves only, and the members of their sect,
as men ; and all the rest of the world, including
all other sects of Christians, as dogs and swine ;
and it was constantly inculcated by Basilides,
that his followers should hold no communica-
tion with others, and so not cast their pearls
before swine.+ In order to give greater weight
and authority to his doctrines, Basilides com-
posed a Gospel, according to the testimony of
Origen and Ambrosius, which he inscribed with
his own name. In several of his discourses he
affirmed, that it was an indifferent thing whe-
ther his disciples acknowledged or denied Christ
before men, or sacrificed to other deities; and,
finally, that there was no punishment for of-
fences committed in this life, but a transmigra-
tion of svuls after death. He died at Alexan-

dria, in the reign of Hadrian, about the time °

that - Barchochebas persecuted the Christians.
He seems to have been the most extraordinary

® Clemens Alex. Strom. lib. iv. ¢ Epiphanius Heeres, 34.
3 Origen in Math.
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and notorious of all those who déformed Chris-
tianity with their own impurities.  He left be-
hind him a son, named Isidorus, who inhe-
rited all his father’s impious follies. He wrote
what he called a Treatise on Morality, which
the fathers represent as a sink of impurity. *

" Basilides was immediately followed by Sa-
turninus, or Satarnellus, a native of Antioch,
who established there a school to teach his
opinions. He was a contemporary with St.
Ignatius when bishop of that see, and circu-
lated his opinions among his flock. He main-
tained that the world was made by the father,
with the aid of seven angels, who also made
man, and that the God of the Jews was one of
those angels. That the angels formed two races
of men at that time, the one good, and the
other wicked ; which latter were assisted by
demons in their evil deeds, and that they mar-
ried and generated with Satan, and it was these
demons whom Christ was sent to destroy. That
he came invisible, and without a body, yet
seemed a human figure in the eyes of mankind.}
This sect are not so notorious as their predeces-
sors or contemporaries for flagitious practices.
They are not reprobated by St. Ignatius, though

# Cloaca omnium impuritatum. t Irenwus, L i c. 22,
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they lived i .bis time and city. They comi
dered .self denial: aivirtue, abstained from dni-
mal food, aud from. atr appearance of virtue.and
moderation seduced many. to adopt their extiac
vagant notions:

To Saturnines succeeded Carpocrates, whose
opinions and practices were so wild - and - flagiti-
ous, that & writer detailing them says, his mind
shudders at the recital as altogether unfit for
Christian ears, for their portentous and horrible
turpitude.* He was borm at Alexandria and
like Basilides, engrafted his Christianity on the
moristrous follies of Egypt. He too affirmed that
the world was made not by God, but by angels.
He admitted however, that Christ was the son
of Joseph, born like other men, and distin-
guished for his probity; but affirmed that he
himeelf and his followers resembled him in ‘all
things, and were more powesful, inasmuch as
they had demous bound and subject to their-art,
to perform whatever task they assigned them.
He applied several texts of scripture to an ex-
traordinary purpose, particularly that of St

Mathew, «“ Agree with thine advewary quickly,-

whilst thou art on the way, least he deliver thee

* Ob turpimdiném portentosam nimium et horribilem. Bsron.
Ec. Hist., tom. 1.
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to the judge.”* This he interpreted to mean an
injunction, not to oppose but to comply with all
the desires and passions of our mature. He
tanght the transmigration of the soul, and af-
firmed, that those. who resisted their desizes
would be punished in passing from one body te
another; but those who obeyed them, would
pass immediately beyond the angels to Ged the
father.t The practices of the sect were corres-
pondent to this dogma, if we are to believe the
contemporary and other early writers who de-
scribe them, particularly Epiphanius; he says,
“ ghall I blush only to tell what they do not
blush t0 do?’] and accordingly he details mi-
nately a series of ceremonies and actions, so
singularly foul and flagitious, that it requires
no small effort of our belief, to assent to the
possibility, that any state of the human mind
could be so depraved as to devise or adopt
them. I shall notice but one as a specimen,
and that the least impure and revolting;—
they took a feetus, and having pounded it in
a mortar, and mixed spice with it, the com-

# Mat. chap. v. verse 25.
+ Irensusliv. i chap. 4.

3 *Opiby oln &ioyird® Mysiv & dlbwos wossid odx dioywerras ; Epi-
phan. Heres. 26.
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pany and their dogs fed on the mass, calling it

_ @ paschal feast.

Carpocrates left a son called Epipheus who
adopted his father’s opinions, and held particu-
larly the tenet, that all women should be alike
accessible to all men. He seems to have ac-
-quired no small reputation ; for his mother who
was a Cephaloniote, caused a temple to be
erected in her native island to her son ; in which
he was worshipped and had divine honours paid
to him, as a new deity. His votaries met at the
full of the moon to offer sacrifices to him, on an
altar raised for the purpose.*

" In the reign of Antoninus Pius, about the
year 145 of the Christian wra, lived Valentinus.
He was a native of Phcebos, a maritime town in
Egypt, was well skilled in Greek and Roman
Literature, and became a philosopher of the Pla-
tonic school. He afterwards embraced Christ-
ianity, and became a preacher both in the
Greek and Latin churches. He had hoped to
obtain a bishopric, which he thought his know-
ledge and his eloquence entitled him to aspire
to; but he was disappointed, and hence he
adopted, and spread new and strange opinions,
to ensure that celebrity, which as an orthodox

¢ Clem. Alex. L 3. '
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preacher he could not hope to procure.* He
brought with him all the fancies of the poeis
and philosophers of the Grecian school, and
mixed them up with the doctrines of his new re-
ligion, such as he found it in the gospel ‘of St.
John, which alone he read and adopted. He
held that there were thirty Gods, one half of
which were male and the othér female, from
whose intercourse many were generated. These
deitieshe called Zons, and from them the saviour
of the world was formed and perfected, with all
good gifts like the Pandora of Hesiod.+ He
admitted he was born of an earthly virgin, but
affirmed that he derived nothing from her,
having merely passed directly from God, thraugh
a mortal body, as through a canal, bringing with
him from heaven the very flesh in which he was
clothed ;} yet he denied the resurrection of that
same flesh, asserting that another was formed
for the same purpose, from another substance.
He divided the human race into three classes,
spiritual, animal, and carnal ; the first was al-
ready perfect, and to this class he and his dis-
ciples belonged, and were saved both body and

¢ Tertul. Contr. Valent. cap. 3. ¢ Epiph. Hares, 3,
$ Tertul, Advers. Val, c. 27,

C
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soul. The sécond required abstinence, martyr-
dom, and ather sufferings from which his fol-
lowers were exempt, to arrive at the first state;
they then could save their souls which were
married to angels, but their bodies perished.
The third class was in a hopeless situation, apd
gould not by any meritorious exertion or good
works emerge from it, or obtain salvation for
themselves. The practices of the Valentinians
were conformable to the professions of men who
held themselves exempt from the performance
of any good work. They said .they rendered
to ‘each part of the human;being ‘its proper
- attribute ; to spirit, spiritual ; to the flesh, fleshly
things,. They therefore indulged in all carnal
inclinations without restraint, eating idol-offer-
ings, and partaking of other feasts of Gentile
weorship ; withdrawing wives from thejr hus-
bands, and living with women as their sisters,
till. their pregnancy betrayed the illicit inter-
course, and declaring what was sinful in others,
was to.them harmless. * Thus,” said Irenseus,
¢ they consider us, who fear to offend God, even
in word or thought, as idiots, and withont
knowledge ; but themselves, committing every
odious and irreligious act, they esteem perfect
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and the seeds.of election.”* Contrary to the
universal usuage of the early Christian church,
which was accessible to all, and its ceremonies
practised in the open day, the Valentinians
sought to cover their rites with concealment,
like the Eleusinian mysteries; they were per-
formed in an interior room, in profound silence,
with many doors and veils interposed between
them and the public.t+ Valentinus, like Ba-
silides, composed a gospel, containing circam-
stances of the infuncy of Christ, and collecting
a number of apochryphal translations, which
sustained his own opinions. He also wrote
epistles: and psalms, with commentaries, which
he called “ wisdom ;” in these, he affirmed that
he was wiser not only than:the Presbyters of
the church, but than the. apostles: themselves ;
for that they mixed up things of the law with
the words .of Christ; but that he alone knew
the pure uncorrupted and hidden mystery.}

T # "AAAa 3¢ moMAa pvoapx was abea mpacaorves” Fudy
pev Big by Ppoboy 7 Vel puracoopedy wdi pexpis Ewoiag
nds hoyov Guapravey naratpéyo, oy Burwy, wki pnder
Emigaperdy  Eqvrovg 8 Umepnloios, Tehewds dmoxahddvres
nds oweppata Exroyrg.—Iren. L. L c. 1.

+ Tertul. adv. Val. c. 1.
1 Irenwmus, lib. iii. c. 2. Tertul. de pres. c. 49.
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From the school of Valentinus rose Eu-.
phrates, who founded the sect of the Ophites.
They held that wisdom was embodied in the
serpent ; that that wisdom was Christ, who
tempted Eve with the knowledge of good and
evil ; and that so knowledge was communicated
to man. They professed to hold in detestation
the God of the Jews, who, they said, envied the
human race. They not only worshipped the
serpent in the abstract, but for the celebration
of their rites they nourished a large one; and
having erected an altar over its den, they in-
duced it by the presentation of such things as it
was fond of, to issue from its cavern, and glide
over the altar, licking and tasting the food ;
then rolling itself about the offering of bread, it
broke it in pieces, and presented with its mouth
portions of it to the bystanders, who used it as
elements in the Eucharist; offered, as they
affirmed by Christ, who had assumed the form
of a serpent for that purpose. They then
saluted him by kissing his mouth, and he re-
tired to his concealment.* This serpent-worship
was not confined to sectaries of the Christian
church. Alexander, a disciple of the school of
Apollonius Tyanaus, about the same period, ex-

® Augustin de Heres. Epiphanius Heres. 37.
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posed a serpent for public adoration; affirming
that he was the soul of Esculapius, who, by the
prophecies of the ‘Sybilline books, was again to
appear in Bythinia. His fame and profit were
immense in several countries of the east.* It
was thus that Pagan, and Christian, labouring
under the same aberrations of the human mind,
adopted the same impious extravagancies, and
the purity of the Gospel was mixed up and
polluted by the most debasing Gentile practices.

That nothing might be wanting in this early
age to complete the dismal picture of the folly
and depravity of the human mind, and perverse
abuse of the sacred Scriptures; there were at
this time many sects who adopted for their ap-
pellations the names of persons mentioned in
the Bible, some of whom were only notorious
for their wickedness, and some for the extrava-
gant follies they furnished those men with a
pretext for practising. Prodicus, of the family
of Carpocrates, founded the sect of the Adam-
ites. Their churches are represented as brothels,
where they resorted naked. They affirmed that
they thus restored man to his primitive inno-

® Lucian, noticing this sect, says, that the impious, the
Christian, and the Epicurean, were excluded from its mysteries.
Lucian pseudomant.



30 AN ESSAY ON SOME ANCIENT

cence and simplicity, and that when they dssem-
bled together, they should meet in the same
state as Adam and Eve in Paradise. They
‘held, as doctrine,- that the four elements were
gods, and next in power to the sun and moon.
Another sect, called themselves Cainites, from
their veneration for the character of Cain.
They asserted that he was the offspring of a
‘more powerful efficacy, and therefore subdued
.Abel, who was derived from a more weak and
feeble origin. Others took the name of Judas
Iscariot, and professed to hold his character in
the highest respect. They alleged that Christ
wished: to subvert the truth; and it was there-
fore that he was given up by Jndas to condign
punishment.+ Lastly, a sect of Sodomites was
established on the same authority, who respected
the opinions, and adopted the practises- of those
scriptural persons. Indeed it should appear,
that to invert the ordinary notions of right and
wrong, and :0 allow a latitude to the most de-
praved inclinations, was the end of those secta-
rians; and to invent any thing that woald con-
found the received opinions of good and evil,
and pollute the sacred source from whence they

¢ Epiphanius Heres. 52. Tertul. de Pres. c. 47.
+ Ibid.
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. ¢

were derived, was sufficient to establish a new
sect, howevef impious in profession, or flagitious
in practice. The opinions and actions of .all
those sectarians are so abhorrent from the genes
ral reason and feeling of mankind, that we
should be inclined to doubt all the accounts of
them, were they not handed down to us by
) contem poraries, of unimpeachable veracity ; who
had ample means of information ; who are above
the suspicion of intending to deceive others ; and
who could not -be deceived themselves. - They
were eye-witnesses, and ear wittesses, and there-
fore they only deta:xl wirat they themselves saw

and heard.* :
It would not accord with the design, or
intended extent of .this essay, to enter into more
minute details of the shades of opinion which
marked the varieties of -these sects, or to enu-~
merate all the persons who promulgated them.
Besides those already mentioned, Cheerinthus,

® Epiphanius acknowledges himself to have been a Gnoatic
in carly life, seduced, as he says with great candour and sim-
plicity, by some women. Tavry 'yap Ty dipecds was avﬂC
ﬂpn‘rvxov yovaines a%pna‘ry Tk  xaTacEacas Has
& T YEq 1)‘uw g opcx&wau €T Eporye Lib. I. tom 2.
c. 17, Jortin accuses Epiphanius of a propensity to scandal ;
but it is not to be believed that he would misrepresent wilfully

. what he had thus the means himself of seeing and hearing.



32 AN ESSAY ON SOME-ANCIENT

Cerdon, Marcian, and others, were fanious, and
the instruments, particularly the latter, of ex-
tending those extravagant opinions from Asia,
and Africa, into Europe. Italy, and the western
parts of the empire, had hitherto been infested
with few heretical doctrines ; it was in the east
only, the pregnant parent of every monstrous
and absurd imagination, they originated ; and
to the congenial minds of the people they were
confined ; but in the year 167, in the reign of
Marcus Aurelius, certain of these sectaries,
availing themselves of the pretext of persecu-
tions then carried on, came from Pontus,
Egypt, and the eastern provinces, and obtruded
themselves among the Christians at Rome.
With these came Marcian Ponticus, and Cer<
don. They were powerfully assisted by a woman
. named Marcellina, who, by her influence and
artifice, spread abroad the opinions of the secs,
and gained so many proselytes, that they no
longer covered their mysteries with a veil, but
openly professed and taught their doctrines.*
St. Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, who happened
at this time to be at Rome, recognised-per-
sonally these men, and exposed their flagitious

® Necdum secretum facinus sub corde reclusum
Passim wulgo loquentes. Tertul. lib. ifi.
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practices, with which he was well acquainted.*’
By his exhortation and reproof, many were
reclaimed from the errors they inculcated, and
even the leaders themselves requested to be
admitted again into the church, from whence
they had been excommunicated. Notwith-
standing this temporary semblance of contrition,
they still continued to maintain and propagate
their doctrines, and were unfortunately so suc-
cessful, that multitudes of the orthodox eccle-
siastics themselves were infected ; and the Gen-
tiles made no distinction between those who
had embraced them, and those who had not;
but included the whole Christian community in
the censure, and reprobation which justly attach-
ed to these sectarians, who had now expanded
themselves beyond the provincial limits to which
they were at first confined ; and mingled with,
and tainted every Christian community where-
ever the Gospel had extended itself.

Whatever were the shades of difference by
which they were distinguished from each other,
as taught by a particular leader, there were
certain general dogmata in which all the sects
seemed to agree: they looked upon all other
Christians, who interpreted the Scriptures in their

¢ Eusebius from Irenzus, lib. iv. c. 13.

c3
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plain and obvious sense, as simple, and weak ;
and affirmed, that they alone were capable of
compreheniding the true and occult meaning.
Hence they denominated themselves, excla-
sively, Gnostics, as being the only Christians
who had attained to -true knowledge.* They
generally founded their interpretation of Scrip-
tare on the opinions of Plato and Pythagoras,
distorted by Egyptian and Asiatic fancies. They
imagined that therational soul was imprisoned
in corrupt matter, contrary to the Supreme will :
they expected from the general impressions
left by the prophetic writings of the east, and
from the supposed necessity of the circumstance,
that God would send some person into the
world to liberate- the soul from this bondage,
-and-instruct mankind more fully in the know-
ledge of his dealing with human nature, and
that Christ was that person: that when he
came he did deliver mankind from the power
of evil genii, or spirits, to which the world was
subject, as well as the soul from the dominion
of corrupt matter ; and they. interpreted all the
parts of Scripture, 50 as to accord withthese
notions. They hated the Jews and -the beeks
of Moses, because they opposed their. favourite

* A ywwois, scientia, knowledge, Irenzus. Heres. c. 24,
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opinion that the world was made by inferior
angels. They taught that all evil resolved itself
into matter ; they therefore treated the body
with contempt, and denied its resurrection or
reunion with the soul after its separation. They
discouraged marriage, as a connexion of minds
polluted by carnal feelings; and they partook
of sensunal pleasures, with the grossest and most
urrestrained indulgence, because they divested:
it of all sentiment or mental association. But
their most remarkable tenet was that malevolent
spirits ruled the world, presided over all nature,
and caused diseases and human sufferings; but
that by knowledge and science, these spirits
could be controlled, their power suspended,
and even their malevolence rendered subser-.
vient to the use and service of man. This:
science they. thought they had themselves ex-
clusively attained, and that it principally con~
sisted in the efficacy of numbers, and certain.
mysterious hieroglyphics adopted from the.
Egyptians. Hence they made systems of mo-.
nads, triads, and decads; and formed figures of
Anubis, Serapis, and other idols. This com-
position of certain abstruse words and myste-
rious figures, was engraved on gems and stones
of different kinds and qualities; and they. af-
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firmed that whoever bore one of these on his
person, was secured by it from the particular
evil it was made to guard against. These
tmages and figures of différent materials are:
mentioned by Irenzus, and-some of the myste-
rious words engraven on them are described:
and explained by contemporary historians.*
They were called Amulets from their supposed
efficacy in allaying evil.t Amulets, against
disease, were formed of materials, having an
imaginary connection with the distemper ;
red against all morbid affections of a fiery or
febrile character, chrystal or glass against those
that were watery or dropsical, and so of others,
The immense number and variety of these Ta-
lismans that have been, and are still found in
many places very remote from each other, at
once attest the accuracy of the ecclesiastical
historians who have described these sects and
their opinions, and the great encouragement
and reception those opinions met with in diffe-
rent parts of the world. They are found not

* Ireneeus, Heeres. c. 24. Hieron. c. iii. 1.

4+ Amuletum quod malum amolitur. Some derive it fronr
amula, a small vessel of lustral water, carried about by the
" Romdns. It is a term used by Pliny ; and the practice of many
such things was universal, not only among the Greeks and
Romans, but the Egyptians and Orientals.
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only in the east where travellers procure them
without much difficulty; but in the west they
are continually dug up on the banks of the
Rhine and Garonne, and in different parts of
Spain, Italy, and other western counties, where
Marcian and the founders and followers of the
Gnostic sects, distributed them ; proving, us
Montfaucon justly observes, that no super-
stition was more widely spread or universally
adopted, and affording a hope that by their
means the more secret mysteries of those sec-
tarians may be elucidated.*

To appreciate duly the extent of this sect
and their perverse feecundity of invention, it
will be only necessary to mention that Mont-~
faucon alone has given three hundred fac-
similes of gems, with different devices and in-
scriptions. Those that I propose to exhibit are
not to be found either in Montfaucon, or
Kircher, or any other writer whom I have con-
sulted ; though many have that resemblance

® Nulla unquam superstitio latius manavit, ut ex ingenti
numero lapillorum hujusmodi, qui quotidie eruuntur, arguere
licet. Hac superstitio laté pervagata est per Gallias, Hispaniam,
Haliam, ceterasque Europe regiones. Tot tantaque hujusmodi
indies ex tenebris eruuntur, ut _sperandum sit fore ut eorum ad-
miniculis Hereticorum veterum secretiora mysteria revelentur.f-
Montfaucon, Snpplem. tom. ii, ant, explan,
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which at once establishes their similar origin. It
is ta be presumed, therefore, that they are new
discoveries, and now, for the first time, pub-
lished. Many that are equally curious I have,
with reluctance, rejected, not being able to
ascertain that they belonged to the Gnostic
heretics ; though the singular combination of
emblematic devices indicated that they were
the invention of some other seet equally myste-
rious and extraordinary.

In order that a clear view may be had of
the subject, 1 shall endeavour to accompany
each fac-simile with a reference of its device
to the practices and opinions of the sect to
which it is supposed to belong: I regret that,
notwithstanding the anticipation of Mont-
faucon, so much yet remains to be explained.
1. have hardly presumed on any conjecture
myself, where it has not been founded upon
the already published opinions of learned men ;
where they are silent,. or have declared their
inability to elucidate an inscription or an-em-
blem, I have scarcely ventured to attempt it.

The first Gem here exhibited is in the col-
Jection of Viscount Strangford. It is a beau-
tiful chrysophrase, and the execution of the
sculpture superior to that found on most others,
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which is, in general, very rude, indicating a
great decline of the arts, or great inexpert-
ness in the particular artist. It is of an oval
form, convex on both sides, and both the sur-
face of the stone and the impressions of the
sculpture, highly polished.—No. 2.

On one side is represented a right line
crossed by three curved ones, a figure very
common on Gnostic gems, but its meaning has
not been ascertained. This is surrounded by
the legend ABPACAR 1A words also of very com-
mon use, and which are to be found either by
themselves, or accompanied by every variety of
figure, but most particularly from those that
have rays issuing from the head. The word
Abrasax, sometimes spelled Abraxas, with a
slight transposition of the letters, was the great
mystery of the Gnostics, and has been noticed
and expounded by most of the contemporary
Christian writers. Without quoting the parti-
cular passages from each, I shall give the sub-
stance of what they have all said on the subject.
The supreme deity and omnipotent god of the
Gnostics was the Abrasax, which contained
within it the mystic number, 365. He it was
that created the N¥C or intellectual mind, from
whence proceeded the LOroc or word : from
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the word emanated providence ; from provi-
dence, virtue and wisdom; and from these
principalities, powers and angels, who finally
created the 365 heavens. The least of all these
was the Jehovah, or God of the Jews, the deity
of the law and the prophets, whom they reject
as a supreme divinity, but admit as a creating
angel. Abrasax was the same as Meithras, the
sun of the Gentiles; both their names in Greek
characters, representing the same namber 365,
the annual solar circle, and the deity of the
sun himself. The mysteries of Meithras were
accompanied by Christian ceremonies. The
novice was initiated by the rite of baptism,
pouring water and making a sign on the fore-
head, and so it was considered an ablution
which purified and cleansed from sin ; he then
partook of the eucharist of bread and wine.*
They adored Christ under the form of the sun,
which Meithras signifies and considered, that
the visible material luminary was himself. The
identity of Abrasax and Meithras is evinced in
the following table :—

® Ireneus, lib. i. ¢. 24. Tertul. de Preescr. Mieron. Com. in
Amos, August, vol. viii. p. 6. Justin Martyr, Apol. pro. Christ. 2.
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A .1 M . . . 40

¥ . E . . . &

2 L1000 1 . . . 10

A .1 e . .9

c . .200 P . . .100

A . . . 1 A . . . 1 4

5. . .60 ¢ . . .20
365 365

The word 1Aw, in a variety of modifications,
is also found on most of the gems of the
Gnostics ; and next to Abrasax, seems to have
been the most portentous and mysterious. It is
generally supposed to be a corruption of the
tetragrammaton mm", or Jehovah, that name of
four letters to which the Jews attached so awful
an importance, and in which Christians have
discerned the elements of the trinity. I shall
venture, however, to suggest another meaning.
Irenzus gives the following form of initiation
into the mysteries of the sect:—* Some,” said
he, ¢ express their redemption, and introduce
the secret name which Jesus of Nazareth as-
sumed, in this manner, ¢ Messia ouraphen na-
mempsaiman €haldaian motomedaga akphraina
peaioua Jesou Nazaria,” the interpretation of
which is, ‘Ido not separate the spirit, the heart,
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the super-celestial and compassionate power. I
will enjoy thy name, Saviour of truth.” When
the initiators have thus spoken, the initiated re-
plies, ¢ I have been confirmed, and I redegm my
soul from this Aon, and from all that sha pro-
ceed from it in the name of 1Aw.” ”* Hereseems
a strong atlirmation of, and allusion to the name,
by which the divine character of Christ was
expressed ; as if the Aw was intended to be the
alpha and omega of the Revelations, and the
characters 144 stood for Jesus the ¢ Redeemer,
the first and the last.” An interpretation 30 or~
thodox, some of the early father., or the later
ecclesiastical writers who represent these secta-
rians, aud justly, perhaps, in such odious colours,
would not be disposed to admit; yet I see no
reason why they might not on this occasion as

® I subjoin the original of this curious passage: FAne, 3¢
«aiy Ty Arpuay Exdeydiow obreg, 0 topa T Awowens
populroy § dedvaare "leaots Nalapévos Sropz 74 Tis xatas-
Taceds' weaaia ovpaper yaueupaiuey Xardaiay poro wedaia
axppaives Yauwa Tnoow Nalapea' xai vovrdy de Eppipea
&oni rabmy of diayd 1o mévpa, Ty xaphiav. xas Tiv Umep
ovpaviov ddvapw Ty SmTippova” Dvasper ToU Svouatos Gov
oorip dMbcias.  Kal rabta pév émheyobaw & Qvros Terddv=
Tel” Ve Tereheopiveg Emonpwétas.  "Enprypas xal Aevrpd
pas Yoy ot Exe Tov Eiavos Tovroy xal wavrdv TEY
worg’ durov & T ovopds Tov TAw.—Iren. lib, 1L c. 13,
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they did on others, mix up some truth with
much falsehood. The interpretation is coun-
tenanced by the circumstance, that the first
Christian Byzantine emperors, alittle afier,placed
the Aw on their. coins, in characters exactly
formed after the letters of the gems, and in the
same sense as | have ventured to give them.

In a gem given by Kircher, with:the similar
figure of a serpent accompanying the legend, is
the word XN DTMICPI, which he affirms is a name
for Christ, indicating it by the same equivalent
characters in numbe, as ABPACAE indicated
God.*

.

X . . 600 X . . 600
N . . 50 P . . 100
o 70 1 . . 10
T . . 400 c 200 |
M 40 T . . 300
1 10 o . : 70
C . 200 c . . 200
P . . 100 ——
1 . . 10 1480
1480

The recognition of the Saviour by numeral
transposition is another presamption that it was

* Kircher, Magia. Hieroglyph. tom. ii. cap. vii. class. xvi.
p. 469.
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done so by less occult characters; and the as-
'similation of these sectarians in some instances
to the pure spirit of Christianity, might have
been among the principal causes, why the whole
of the Christian church was at this time iden-
tified with them, and suffered the obloquy at~
tached to their character, and the punishment
due to their offences.

On the other face of this gem is represented
a serpent, cviled into a knot, surmounted with
a lion’s head and mane, having rays issning
from the head. The #rpent was universally
adopted, not only by the Greek and Roman,
but by the oriental and Egyptian Gentiles. By
the first it was consecrated to Esculapius, who
was worshipped at Epidaurus under that form ;*
and on sundry coins and sculptured remains,
the serpent is seen twining round a staff, with
a legend =QTHP, or the Saviour; by the latter
it was one of the numerous emblems to repre-
sent the sun, and it was called ATAGOAAIMON,
or the good genius. /Elius Lampridius, in
speaking of the Emperor Heliogabalus, says,
that “he kept at Rome serpents, that were
called their good demons by the Egyptians.”+

¢ Pliny, lib. xxix. c. 4. Pausanius, lib. 2. c. 28.
+ Egyptios Dracones Rome habuit quos illi Agathodzmones
vocant.
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Hence this reptile was adopted by the Gnostics :
one of their sects is known to have worshipped
it, and to have been called Ophites from the
name of their deity, as we have already seen ;.
and it is to be found in every form and modi~
fication on their gems, either by itself, or at-
tached to other bodies; and the members of
other bodies frequently attached to it. Here
we see the head of a lion. The lion was the
emblem of the tribe of Judah, conferred upon
bim by his father, and indicated that strength
and superiority which Jacob had predicted
should be attached to it.* The Jews also in
the superstitious Cabala found many reasons
why Adam imposed the name i, arieh, on
that animal, which resolves itself into a number
of terrific properties which characterize it.}
The Gnostics adopted it therefore as a mystic
emblem, and represented under its form Christ,
the rays issuing from its head indicating his
divinity. - Thus, then, in this first gem, appear
to be combined the fundamental doctrines of
Christianity, mixed up and confounded with the
absurd and extravagant fictions of heathen su-
perstition.
® Gen. cap. xl. ix. ver, 8, 9.

+ Kircher, (Edip. Egypt. tom. ii. class. ii. cap. 2. p. 57.
ZEL Lamp.
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The indentification of Christ with the ser-
pent seems to be evident from the gem which
follows. The Ophites were known to maintain,
that the person of one was embodied in that of
the other; ‘and they even preferred the ser-
"pentine form, because, as they asserted, he had
the knowledge of good and evil.* That it was
in virtue of this prerogative, Moses set up the
brazen serpent, in order that all who looked on
it might recover their health; and that Christ
merely imitated this power, when he said that
as Moses lifted up the serpent, so should the
son of man be exalted. The sculpture on the
gem seems to represent this. On one face are
serpents twising round posts fixed in the ground,
intimating the brazen one erected by Moses;
between them is a cup of health or salvation,
out of which they are stretching to drink, ac-
companied by two stars, usual emblems of
divinity on the coins of that period : behind are
serpents in the form of bows. On the other
face are two large serpents at each _end, inclu-
ding between them two naked figures on-horse-
back, having crowns ; one trampling on a dead
body, and the other beside one, apparently ex-
postulating with him : between is the figure of a

® Theodoret. Heres. Fab. lib. i. Tertul, de prees. cap. 47.
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man on his knees, and behind are guards ; above

-are emblems of the sun and moon, accompanied
by stars. The allusion of all this to the sanative
effects of the serpent raised in the wilderness ;
death and the other figure on horseback, the
crown, the bow, the dead, the sun, moon, and
falling stars mentioned in Exodus and Revela-
tion,* are so striking as not to be mistaken ;
while the dog, the beetle, the ibis, and other
Egyptian emblems, afford a curious display of
that mysterious mixture of Christianity and
Heathenism in which those sectarians delighted.
In the gem which follows is also the:figure of a
serpent having the legend IAw CABAw, for sa-
baoth, round it; and on the other face the
word MOrcCH, for Moses, which confirms the
allusion of the former.4+—No. 3. 4.

Sometimes the serpent was placed by itself,
unaccompanied by any other embleinatical
figure. It is then generally represénted, either
as a circle, or an ellipse, holding its tail in its
mouth. This appears to have been the common
emblem of eternity, as having no end; and also

® Numbers, ch. xxi. Rev. ch. vi.
.t Montfaucon, Antiq. Expli. tom. ii. part ii. plate clvi.
These Gems alone I have borrowed from Montfaucon to illustrate
the former.
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the Egyptian representation of the solar circle,
the year revolving into itself. The one here
exhibited is in the collection of Viscount Strang-
ford ; it is made of an agate, of the size repre-
sented in the fac-simile, and unusually large.
On one face is a serpent. forming a ring, and
containing inside it a long inscription surrounded
by mysterious characters. The inscription con-
sists entirely of vowels, among which the word
IAw appears in various transpositions. QOn the
other face are similar strange characters, of a
very occult and barbarous appearance, surround-
ing also an inscription of vowels, involved and
mixed together; the whole encircled, not by a
serpent, but by a ring of letters. This gem is
remarkably and satisfactorily illustrated by a
passage of Irenzus. ' The vowels were held in
high estimation by the Gnostics ; their number
seven they imagined had the powers of the seven
virtues in animating the world, and was the soul
of all we see, and represented the seven celestial
abodes. The first heaven emits the sound of A,
the next of E, the third of H, the fourth and
midst of the seven heavens enunciated the letter
I, the fifth 0, the sixth T, and the seventh and
fourth from the centre proclaims the letter Q.
But when these powers are involved and mized
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together, they resound .and glorify him by whom
they were projected ;* and. the. glory -of the
sound is sent to the original father, and then
bome to the earth to become that which moulds
and produces every thing upon it.” It should
appear .from this strange and mystic -passage,
that an amulet so constructed with the-seven
vowels mingled together, had a mysterious
power of extraordinary efficacy. There is none
of this structure at all noticed either in Kircher
or Montfaucon.-—No. 5.

The next class is that where the serpent
forms a part of some other figure. The fac-
simile here given represents it as forming the
legs of a human body, surmounted with a cock’s
head, . The gem from which it is copied, is a
blood-stone in the collection of Viscount Strang-
ford, who has others of the same kind ; and indeed
it so frequently occurs as a Gnostic emblem, that
it seems to have been considered as a represen-
tation of the God of the Christians, and as we
shall see was placed on the coins of the Roman
emperors as the image of Christianity. . The
cock in Greek and Roman mythology was the

. )

* “Astiveg S0vapeis Suol $Ras whods g dAAnAag cuumAaxeicws,
mouos xe Sofafovaiy exavey U’ of wposbrnincar, x. v a.—Iren.
lib. i. cap. x. sect. x.

D
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bird sacred to the sun and moon, and this opinion
was introduced by Pythagoras who had studied
for' twenty years in Egypt, and learned the
mysteries of the priests. In the fourteenth sym-
bol he directs that the cack should be nourished,
not sacrificed, for it was sacred to the sun and
moon. The vigilance and announcement of
the approach of the sun by this bird, intimated
a connection, and the comb and gills suggested
a fanciful resemblance of rays issuing. from the
head. In one hand he holds a. scourge as
urging on the steeds, and in the other a shield
as representing the disk. The cock was also de-
dicated to Mars, and in some Gems the head
is surmounted. by that ‘warrior issuing from it,
indicating that he was the deity intended. These
figures are accompaniéd by.a variety of legends,
sometimes the names of the seven angels who
were supposed to .have:created the: world, and
sometimes IAWAHA, which is.interpreted ¢ the
angel of the Lord.”. ' In the Gem here exhibited
the mystic word 1A% is seen between the serpent-
like feet. On the opposite face are the seven
vowels, forming . the .elemenis of  figure which
obtained great celebnty for its supposed efficacy.

By droppmg a letter in each succeeding word,

at very repetition of the vowels, an equilateral
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triangle or cone js formed, to which they an+
nexed potent medical. virtues.. This secret ‘the
Gnostics wrapped up in the letters of their in-
scription ; bat Quintus Serénus Samonicus, a
learned: physician of the school-of Basilides, was
more explicit.* He constructed from it his-cele~
beated Amulet of Abracadabra against, Tertian -
Ague, and gives. directions for forming it by
abstracting a letter fram every line, . .

Donec in augustom redigatur litera conum.

The elements of this abracadabra I have
only met on the Gem here given, nor is it to be
found in Montfaucon, Kircher, or any other
writer whom I have consulted.—No. 5.+

AFHIOYW ABPACADABPA -

EHIOYW BPACADABPA.
HIOYW . PACADABPA
I0YW ACADABPA
OYW ;. CADABPA
YW ADABPA-
w DABPA
ABPA
BPA
PA
A

A second figure of this kind, also in tilé col-

® Serenus Samonicus lived in the reign of Gordian, and was
tutor to Gerdian junior. He was killed along with many others
in 8 bath. He has left sundry directions for using these Gems.

+ By an oversight of the engraver there are two nuishers 5.




2 AN ESSAY ON SOME ANCIENT

lection of Viscount Strangford, is here exhibited ;
it is sculptured on a blood stone. Instead of
a shield it holds in its left hand a serpent, and
instead of the IAw between the feet, thexe is sus-
pended a triangle and a circle, in each of which
many mystic allusions were enclosed. By the
triangle, in general, the triple emanation of the
Deity was indicated; by the equilateral his
process through the corporeal world; by the
Isoceles through the starry ; and by the Sca-
lenum with unequal sides, the various elemen-
tary mutations. By the circle was expressed
the simple undivided nature of God, in which
all things were included and identified ; and it
was held a most sacred emblem for its various
extraordinary properties, both by Greeks and
Egyptians, and hence adopted by the Gnostics.
Round the figure is the imperfect legend HHHMT.
The letters H are supposed, by Scaliger, to be
a repetition of the correspondent Hebrew n,
and a contraction of the tetragrammatorn mm,
or name for Jehovah,* and the letters Mr for
METAZ, and so the inscription would imply ¢ the
great God.” On the opposite face are the letters
for medical purposes, tying them with catskin, and mixing the
colours— ’
Coralium atq : crocum corio connectite felis,
Ne dubites illic virides miscere wnaragdo.
* Scaliger, Epist. ad Vaset.
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COYMAPTA CMAPBACKAPBA, and other characters
which are very rude and imperfect. The first
word formed is soumarta, which frequently oc-
cars, and is supposed to be the name of one of
the 365 angels in Gnostic mythology. In the
others, it seems joined to the abrasax, transposed
and twice repeated.—No. 6. ‘

I shall mention another of this device,
rendered still more curious from the circum-
stances connected with it, which ‘were commu-
nicated to me by Colonel Belford, in whose
possession the Gem now is, and who had it from
his father. - Immediately after the battle of
Culloden, the baggage of Prince Charles Ed-
ward fell into the hands of the Duke of Cum-
berland’s army, and many private and curious
articles in his cabinet came into the possession
of the late General Belford, who took it. Among
the rest was a stone set in silver attached to a
ring which proved to be a Gnostic amulet. Itis’
highly probable that the superstitious prince
had obtained it on the continent, as a charm,
and carried it as a protection in the hazardous
enterprise in which he was engaged. It is a
ruby blood-stone : on one face is the figure re-
presented on the former, having the serpentine
feet turned both tothe same side as the shield, and
the whole form evidently threatening hostility,
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a position and expression which is very unusual,
and which. occurs but once in fac-similes of
Kircher and Montfaucon. In this attitude of
offence it represented, not the sun, but Mars;
and so seems an appropriate emblem for the
occasion on which it was used. Beside the figure
is the inscription1a@w. On the other face is a
female naked figure, probably Isis, with the in-
scription ATI TA.—No. 7.

The next belongs to that class called spaxopapdor,
or those with hawks’ heads. The hawk, accord-
ing to Eusebius, was another emblem of the
sun ; and the Egyptian’ deity, Osiris, is often
represented with the head of that bird. Among
the Gnostic remains it was placed on a variety
of figures. Hereit is set on a man, with wings,
and from the inscription he appears to be in-
tended for an angel; and that angel Michael,
having the legend MIXAHA over his head. He
holds in his hands two implements, which have
the forms of triangles, similar to one held in
the hand of Isis, in the Egyptian planetarium,
where she is represented as the earth. On the
opposite face are the words AVNAMIE MIXAHA,
¢ the might or power of Michael.” These cir-
cumstances seem to allude to the extraordinary
powers and functions conferred on angels by
the different Gnostic sects, from Simon Magus
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downwards. They all held; as we have seen,
that angels were the fabricators or architects of
the universe, and Cherinthus affirmed they were
superior to Christ himself; and this opinion was
5o early entertained, that the apostle Paal
thought it necessary to warn the Colossians
against the seductions of those who “ came in
the religion of the angels,”* boasting, as Tertul-
lian says, “ that the angels were the ‘artificers
of nature,”+ They further said, as Theodoret
affirms, that the law was given by them, and
no one had access to God except through them.}
Hence we find, on the Gnostic gems, the names
of numbers of their angels. On one are those
of Michaél, Gabriel, Uriel, Raphaél, Ananaél,
Prosoraél, and Chabsaél, whe, according to the
Egyptians, governed the seven days in the week,
and the seven planets; and who, according to
Saturninus, were the seven angels who made
the world, and governed it each in succession
for three hundred years. Besides those names
which are found in Scripture, they invented
a multitude of others which are also met with
on their gems. But the chief and most highly
venerated was Michaél, the archangel; inso-

¢ Epist. to Coloss. ch. x. ver, 18.
4+ Tertul. de Prees. c. 48. 1 Theod. Ep. ad. Col.
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much so, that Oratories were erected to him in
Asia Minor; where divine honours were paid to
him. -~ Nor was it confined to him alone, but
some of the an¢ient churches at this day attest
the high respect paid to angels.” In the city of
Niceea, the only remaining edifice of that for-
merly magnificent town, is a very ancient Chris-
tian church. . It appeared to me from an inscrip-
tioh in the Narthex, to have been repaired by
Constantine when he held there the celebrated
council. ~ The outside is' still more recent, and
fitted up in a modern way ; but the body of the
church, particularly the roof, bears marks of
great antiquity. The ceiling is arched, and
covered with figures in Mosaic, among which
are miany angels, distinguished by the inscrip*
tions EHOYCIEKTPIOTETEC APXFATNAMIC. The
last appellation no doubt had the same refe-
rencé as the ATNAMIC MIXAHA of the Gem.—
No. 8. - - ’ S
The Gem which follows belongs to the
class of xuiopepper; ar those with dog’s heads. It
is in the collection of Viscount Strangford. The
stone is basalt, and smaller than usual. It re-
presents figures on both faces, which very fre-
quently occur on the Gnostic remains. The
first is the Egyptian deity, Anubis, who was
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worshipped with a dog’s head in a variety of
forms, and his name inscribed on a number of
différent figures, which have no ‘apparent con-
nection with a dog. He was the keeper of the
témples, and the guardian of the great princi-
ples of heat, humidity, 'and foecundity. He
was sometimes designated by the symbol of
Capricornus, whose goat’s horns represented the
rays of heat, and whose fishy tail implied mois~
ture. In an ancient sculpture given by Mont-
faucon, he is depicted with his foot on a croco-
dile, surmounted with a star; intimating his
connection with the Nile, and with the constel-
lation of Syrius. He was therefore considered
as the symbol of the Nile’s fertility, which
begins to swell when the dog-star rises. He
was also supposed to keep guard at the tropics,
and to prevent the sun from passing beyond
them. His worship was so celebrated, that a
city was built in Egypt, and dedicated to his
divinity, and called after him Cynopolis. Nor
was his worship confined to that country: he
was considered by the Greeks and Romans the
same as Mercury, and is therefore called by
Plutarch Hermanubis. He is for this reason
represented with the symbols, and as performing
the functions of Mercury, holding a caduceus,
»3
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and leading souls to hell ; and so he is deseribed
by Apuleus.* All these circumstances are recog-
nized and exhibited on various Gems of the
Gnuostics. In the annexed, he stands without
uny symbol of Mercury, and is purely the
Egyptian god. The inscription is scarcely legi-
ble; but it is easy to discern the words E6MEE
IAAM¥T, a corruption of Hebrew and Greek,
which signifies the sun or star, has shone ; al-
luding probably to his identity with Syrius,
though in general there seems to be. but little
connection between any legend and the figure
to which it is annexed.
On the opposite face of this stone is the
figure of a female, with her finger on her lips.
‘Among the Egyptians it was deemed impossible
to worship the deity in a worthy manner by
words, adopting the sentiments of Plato—that it
was difficult to find the nature of the Maker and
Father of the universe, or to convey an idea of
"him to the people by a' verbal description ;+ and
they imagined, therefore, the deity Harpocrates,
who presided over silence, and was always re-
presented as inculcating it by holding his finger
¢ Ille Superim Commeator et Inferlm sublimis attollens
cervices arduas Anubis, leevA Caduceum gerens. Apul. Metam,
- lfx.l’lat. in Timeo.
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on his lips.* He is sometinfes represented s a
naked boy ; sometimes as clothed in a reticulated
garment ; and sometimes as sitting on or issning
from the lotus; and sometimes robed. Here
silence is exhibited as - a female. It has
been seen that Basilides imposed #ilence as
a necegsary part of the disciplitie of his seet, and
hence the symbol of silence is frequently found
on the Gnostic Geins, and under different repre-
sentations of Harpocrates. The legend which
accompanies this is very imperfect, and so in-
distinct as not to be entirely legible. On the
edge are also characters more strongly marked
but altogether barbarous and obscure.—No. 9.

Connected with Anubis is the following re-
presentation of Mercury, the form under which
he was worshipped by the Greeks; the stone is
comelian, aud in my collection. .As Anubis
was supposed to be Mercury, and had his
symbols and functions assigned him; so alter-
nately Mercury was supposed to be Anubis, and
is thus exhibited on the Gnostic Gems. He iy
on some represented- as having two heads, and
engaged in leading spirits which are half way
sank in the earth, and guiding their descent

© Ausonius calls him cryaisor, sigalion, from eryy silence. Epist.
to Paul.
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with a torch. He is here depicted sitting, as
if resting from his active labours. He has all
the symbols of Mercury about him ; his winged
cap and. buskins, and his ¢aduceus ; but what -
particularly distinguishes him is his three legs,
one of which is without a winged buskin, indi-
cating that it belongs to his other form. Three
heads are frequent emblematic representations;
but this is the .only figure I have met with
having three legs. Fulgentius says that legs
were under the particular gnardianship of Mer-
cury.* He is here identified with Anubis, by
the initial letters AN in the legend.—No. 10. °

" Thenext is a representation of Anubisand Mer-
cury united, 'and exhibited together in the same
body under a double form. The Gem is a blood
stone in the collection of Viscount Strangford. It
is deeply cut, gives an impression in very bold
relief, and the sculpture is superior to the usual
style of the Gnostic artists. The figure is repre-
sénted sitting, having the lower part of his body
and limbs that of a dog, and the upper that
of a man with two heads.” In one hand he
holds a ‘caduceus, the symbol of Mercury ; in
the other-a club, the symbol of Anubis, with
- which he was sometimes furnished as the guar-
® Fulgentius Plac. lib. iii.
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dian of Isis and Osiris. On the opposite face
are the letters CAABAAAXAMBPH.—No. 11.’

The Gem which follows is a representation of
Jupiter, according to the unmixed mythology of
the Greeks and Romans. Itisin my collection ;
the sculpture is rude, and the stone is chalcedony.
It appears that they placed among their in-
fluential beings, the gods of Greece and Rome,
as well as those of Egypt, and mixed with them
scriptural names. On this stone the figure is
armed with a spear and shield in one hand, and
in the other he holds a victory, common on the
coins of that period: beneath are the eagle and

thunderbolt, the exclusive symbols of Jupiter.
" We have seen ‘that Simon Magus was repre-
sented by his disciples under the form of this
god, and it is highly probable that this Gem
was fabricated by his particular followers.
Montfaucon gives'one or two with a similar
figure in different attitudes, one in a sitting
position with the legend ZVPPIDOR ;* but it does
not seem to have been a frequent representa-
tion, at least but few have come down to us.

¢ He reads this backwards, and supposes it was RODIPPVZ,
the name of the artist who made it, or the person for whom it was
made ; but it is clearly intended for Jupiter, such barbarous and
incorrect orthography being characteristic of Gnostic sculpture.
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The sect of Simon, as they were the earliest, so
probably they were the fewest i number, and
were superseded by others who adopted different
devices. On the opposite side is & very curious
‘inscription, and the only one existing, I believe,
found in that form. The letters are arranged
s0 as to represent the coil of a serpent; and
though the figure of the reptile is omitted his
image is preserved in the inscription, which is
as follows: ZABEPBEBEPEIBACACIPACIPBPIHI®-
CEMECIAAM.—No. 12.

The Gem which follows is a beautiful one
in the collection of Viscount Strangford. It is
sculptured in a superior manner, on an ame-
thyst, highly convex on both sides, and repre-
sents an angel guiding a crocodile with two
heads. The crocodile, like sundry other animals,
was converted by the Egyptians into an emblem
to represent the sun; and this arose, perhaps,
from the fanciful idea, that the animal has 365
teeth, the number of days in the year, and so
indicating a solar revolution.* Eusebius de-
scribes the manner in which the Egyptians dis-
played this imaginary connection. A figure of
the sun was placed in a boat, which was carried

® This was the opinion of Achilles Tatius, a Greek writer of
the third century. .
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on the back of a crocodile. The head and tail of
the animal also intimated the east and west, the
extremities of the sun’s courses. In an Zgyptian
idol given by Montfaucon, an image which he
stipposes to be Oiris, is standing on two crooo-
diles, whose heads are turned in these different
directions. It was farther supposed, that during
the feast of Apis the crocodile never injured,
and that it so respected the papyrus, that those
who sailed in a boat of that substance were safe
from its attacks. From these circumstances the
crocodile was held in high respect; some were
kept as sacred, and buried in the labyrinth, and
a city was built in honour of them, called the
city of crocodiles. In the Gem annexed the
crocodile has two heads, neither of which natu-
rally belongs to it ; one is that of a hawk which
we have seen was also a bird representing the
sun. The winged figure on its back, with a
similar head, seems one of the Gnostic angels;
the architects of the universe, directing the solar
course, and so guiding the world. On the op-
posite figure is the inscription IAPBAGA IPAMNH
#IBAWXNH MEw.—No. 13,

The Gem which follows is of an unusual
form. 1Itis a cornelian, and in my collection.
The scarabeeus, or beetle, is known to have
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"been among the commonest emblems of Egyp-
tian hieroglyphics, a representation of the solar
influence in the sidereal, and of the regal power
in the political system. It is found in all their
pillars, sarcophagi, and other remains of ancient
art, and the enormous beetle seen in the British
Mussum is a proof of the respect in which they
held the form, by the immense size in which
they represented it. It is consequently found
on the Gems of the Gnostics, with different
figures and inscriptions accompanying it. On
one is the word &PH, the coptic name for sun;
on another is a beetle, with Isis on the opposite
side, holding in her arms two children, the em-
blem of maternal feecundity. On the Gem here
presented the insect is not cut on the stone,
but the stone is formed into the shape of the
insect ; and on the ‘convex back is represented
Isis, or the Egyptian Ceres reclined beside the
Nile, with two vases of Egyptian corn, the em-
blem of vegetable feecundity, naturally expressed
by symbols of the sun’s rays and the Nile:
fromthe head issues the lotus, and in one hand
is held a Nilometer,* and in the other a vase of

® Perhaps a spade. It is the exact form of this agricultural
inetrument as used at this day in the East. A pointed blade,
with a step in thie handle over it for the foot to press on.
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corn. An amulet of [sis was held in great
sanctity : the wearer hoped to obtain by it, ac-
cording to Kircher, every thing that related to
the earth, as fertilized by the Nile—an abund-
ance of earthly goods. This stone is without an
inscription.—No. 14. ‘

The one that follows is also without an in-
scription. It is a Rosso antico, and in my col-
lection. It represents the union of two persons,
for whose protection arid happiness the amulet
was intended, and consists of real and emble-
matic figures. The first are designated by two
heads or busts, one of a male, and the other of
a female. Beside them are peace, with her olive-
branch, holding up a garland, and plenty, with
her cornucopise. Between them is the figure of
a lion, indicating here the Coustellation Leo,
during whose ascendant, and under whose in-
fluence the happy union took place.*—No. 15.

The two which follow are probably medical
amulets.” The first is engraved on a convex
piece of schist, in a very rude and inexpert
manner; it is in the collection of Dr. Adam
Clarke. It represents an ibis standing beside

. 1 should not include this in the present collection, but I

have seen several with similar figures which are accompanied by
nndoubted Gnostic characters.
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an altar, surmounted with coarse and unintel-
ligible characters : below is the well known 1A®,
The ibis, which is seen in all Egyptian sculp-
tares, was held in high veneration by the people,
insomuch so that it was made a capital offence
to kill it, and it was always.avenged by the
death of the perpetrator, even though the act
was not intentional.* Among the causes as-
signed for this veneration, some are fanciful and
some are real. When it rested with its head
under i wing, it was supposed t» resemble a
buman heart ;+ it rendered essential service
by destroying serpents and other noxious rep-
tiles engendered in the mud of the Nile, and
s0'it was among the benefactors of Egypt,-and
‘is usually represented with a serpent at its beak ;
it ‘'was peculiar to the soil and climate, and
when removed elsewhere, it pined and died.
Hence it was worshipped with divine honours,
and its head was placed on different Egyptian
deities, particularly on Isis, who presided over the
Nile.t Among the benefits conferred by it on
mankind was one very singular ; it was supposed
to administer to itself an injection, whenever
nature pointed out its necessity ; and the pecu-

® Herodot, Euterpe. cap. 65. ¢ AElian. Hist. Anim, lib. x. c. 29.
1 Clem. Alexand. Strom. v. p. 671.
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liar shape of the bird, with its long curved beak,
was favourable to the operation, and hence the
salutary practice was taught to man. For all
these qualities, it was adopted by the Gnostics
as one of the emblematic figures ; and the amu-
let of the ibis ‘was used in different diseases,
particularly agdinst affections of the head.*—
No. 16.

The next is a cornelian in the collection of
Viscount Strangford. It represents, well sculp-
tared, a combination of three heads ; that of an
elephant joined to human faces. The elephan-
tiasis was at this period a vety loathsome and
mortal distemper. It was so called, because the
limbs swelled into shapeless masses, divided by
contracted rings ; and the body, but particalarly
the face, were covered with blotches and papule
like those of the elephant. Quintus Serenus,
the Basilidian physician, who describes the
disease, also prescribes the cure, which he says
is the juice of the bark of the cedar-tree.t In
Montfaucon is given a Gem, representing an

® Kirch. 2. c. 4. p. 871.

+ Est Elephas morbus tristi quogue nomine dirus,
Non solum turpans infandis ora papillis,
Sed cita pracipitans funesto fata veneno ;
Huic erit adversus cedri de cortice succus,

Varios sic ungere frontes,—
Sic faciem—Sic redde saluteni,
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elephant approaching a tree, supposed to be
intended for a cedar. He gives another of a
man holding an elephant’s head in his hands ;
and it is well known, that touching a represen-
tation having any supposed connection with the
ailment, was formerly a general mode of cure.
Hali Ebn Rodan, an Arabian physician, had a
scorpion engraved on his ring, which cured by a
touch every person bitten.* In the Gem here
presented is the head of an elephant, holding in
his proboscis the branch of a tree, whose foliage
exactly resembles that of a cedar, which seems
to allude to the disease and mode of cure; and
the faces annexed are intended to represent
those of the patient, when diseased, and when
cured of the remedy.—No. 17.

The last I shall mention is one which seems
to be highly characteristic of the Gnostic sects,
as they were depicted by contemporary writers.
It is a cornelian, but in the form of a seal-ring,
and probably worn as such. It is in the collec-
tion of Dr. Adam Clarke, and was obtained
by him from a soldier who brought it from
Egypt, on the return of the English army from
that country. The surface is covered with
Gnostic figures and characters, interspersed with

® Secaliger. Ep. ad Vazet,
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priapi, phalli, and other emblems, which I do
not undertake to explain. It is, however, a
highly valuable relique, as confirming all .the
Christian historians have written on the ob-
cenity of these impure and mysterious Chris-
tians, who in the words of the Apostle, “ crept
in unawares, turning the grace of our God into
lasciviousness,*— No. 18. .

Besides these gems which I have here exhi-
bited, there is an infinite variety of others, in
which not only the figures and inscriptions here
given are altered and varied in different ways, so
as to afford a general resemblance, and indicate
that they all belong to the same class, and have
originated in the same superstitions; but new
ones of other devices occur, mingling toge-
ther Grecian, Egyptian, and Christian em-
blems and inscriptions. Sphinxes and apes with
deities of Greece and Rome, having for legends
words taken from the Sacred Scripture. On one
is Diana with her bow and crescent, with the
legend rABPIHA ; on another is Hercules with
his club, striking the Nemean, Lion, accompa-
nied by the Hebrew word AAwNAI Lord ; and on
a third is @y, supposed to stand for @ess Xporsg,
God Christ, as on some of the coins of the lower

¢ Epist. Gen. Jude. ver. 4.
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empire, annexed to a figure holding a. cup,
and seeming to have a reference to the Eucha-
rist. The use and object of many. of them are
also pointed out by their inscriptions. Some it
is obvious are intended to protect the wearer from
spiritual evils, as that with the following words,
ABPACAR AA®WNAI ATION ONOMA AESJAI ATNA
MEC 9TAAEATE OTYBIAN IATAINAN ALO I[TANTI
KAKOT AAINONOC. “‘ Lord, Abrasax, holy name
propitious powers, protect Vivia Paulina from
every. evil: spirit.” Another was a remedy or
prophylactic against a particular physical evil, as
the following inscription indicates: @TAAEON
TTEIH- CTOMAXON ITPOKAOF.: “ Keep the sto-
mach of Procles healthy.” The dogmata also,
of the different Gnostic sects are alluded to, and
seem to refer the fabrication of the gem to those
who held the particular .opinion intimated by
the figure or inscripion. Besides the Ophites
indicated by the serpent, the Simonites by Jupi~
ter, and others which I have noted; some are
found with the legend i0¥aAC, seemingly the
workmanship of those who made this traitor ghe
object of their veneration; and a very remark-
able one exhibits the figure of Apollo with
a star or sun on one -side, and on:the other
the inscription IECYC XPICTTC, thus connecting
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Christ with Apollo, and indentifying him with
the sun, according to the opinions of those who
thought him to be that visible luminary. Finally,
great numbers of them exhibit figures of mon-
keys as Priapi, naked women in indecent atti~
tudes, and other obscenities, indicating, as well as
the one I have exhibited, the gross and sensnal
indulgences of the people for whom they were
fabricated, and coinciding in aremarkable degree
with the opinions and practices of those polluted
Christians, as they are represented by the eary
fathers of the church. These figures and many
others will be found in Kircher and Montfaucon,
particularly the latter.*

. Itis to be regretted that so much remains
yet o bediscovered in the interpretation of these
singular remains ; yet it is to be expected that
they shonld be very nnintelligible ; where silence
and secrecy wee strictly enjoined to the disci-
ples, mystery and obecurity naturally. followed,
The very esience of the gem was its mysticism,
and its efficncy was supposed to be lost when its
meaning was generally koown. The greater
number of the words were fabricated by them-
selves, and had no meaning in any language ex~

® Kircher (Edip. ZEgyptiac. fol. tom. ii. Montfancon Antiq.
Explic. folio, tom. ii. and Supplement, tom, ii.
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cept that mysterious one which they themselves
annexed to them. Had it not been for Irenzeus
and other contemporary writers, we should in vain
have conjectured what their common Abrasax
stood for. Such terms of new invention and
barbarous sound, as are not so explained by
those who had an opportunity of being informed
at the time they were used, must be now and
continue to be exceedingly obscure and uncer-
tain. It has been suggested that many are
Hebrew and Oriental words, corrupted and dis-
guised in Greek characters, and that many more
are the names of the 865 angels who presided
over the world, and who were invoked by the
amulet; and certainly in some instances such a
conjecture seems borne out by the inscription :
yet much remains still to be accomplished.
Having adopted in the account of these gems
which I have exhibited, the opinivns of the
learned, where they have thrown any light on
the subject, and with diffidence hazarded a few
opinions of my own'when they have not; I leave
‘them to those of more ability and opportunity
than myself, to clear up the obscurity that re-
nains.
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It was the particular fate of Christianity, and
it adds another proof of the miraculous inter-
ference of Providence in its preservation, that
its first promulgation should be accompanied
with conceptions so extravagant and conduct so
flagitious as that of some of the sects in the first
dges ; and that it had to overcome, not only the
persecutions of its enemies, but the evil reports
caused by its friends. The Heathens not knowing
otherwise, or wilfully seeking . occasion to excite
prejudice against the ‘‘ New Faith,” did not fail
to impute the extravagance of the Gnostics ge-
nerally to all Christians; and unfortunately the
sect met with such acceptance, and its wild opi-
nionsand licentious practices, wereso congenial to
the understanding and temperament of the peo-
ple among whom they were circulated, that they
became in a short time numerous enough to afford
a plausible pretext for confounding the -sacred
mysteries of the Gospel with the gross and fan-
tastic perversion of them, aund identifying the
open and pious Christian with the obscure and
impious Gnostic.* We know that this prejudice
was very early and very generally excited.

® Eusebius and the earlier ecclesiastical writers affirm that it
was 80 TG & AUTdY gmpns bis Ty Tov mavreg XpioTiariy
yvovg BidBoyy naTaxesmerys.  Eus, Eec. Hist. Lib. iv. ¢. 7.
E
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When St. Paul arrived at Rome after his ship-
wreck, the first character he heard of Chyristia-
nity was, that ¢ every where it was spoken
against.”’* This account of the evangeligts is
confirmed by the Gentile historians. Suetonine
calls the Christians men of a strange and mali-
cious superstition.t Tacitus says their deadly
syperstition was repressed by the death of their
leader; but it soon broke out again not oply in,
Judea but in the city where every thing atro-
cious and shameful flows together, and here they
were convicted of a hatred to the human race,
and detested for their flagitions conduct. Arno-
bius affirms that the Gentiles believed Christ to
have been a magician, and that all Christians
equally practised magic. .

Nor were these reports confised to the Gen-
tiles, the Jews were no less industrious in. circu-
lating them ; they asserted that Christians eat

® Acts xxxviii, 20.

+ Christiani, genus hominum superstitionis nove et malefice
~=Seuton. Nerq. lib. 15.

1 Repressaque in preesens exitialis Superstitio, rursus erum-
pebat non modo per Jud®am, sed per urbem quo cuncta undique
atrocia, et pudenda confluunt.—Christiani 6dio humani generis
convicti—Tacit. An. lib. 15. No doubt these opinions of the his-
tarians wexe taken up from the practices of the Gnostics. Simon
Magus we know caine to Rome at this time, where it is probable
he gained more celebrity than the apostles,
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their own children at their hidden mysteries,* and
we have seen that the practice of the Gnostics
sanctioned this imputation ; that they considered
women to be comman to all men, a tenet openly
avowed by Epiphanes, son of Carpocrates;+ and
that they mixed in promiscuous intercourse at
their secret feasts, a custom which we know was
common to all the Gnostic sects.] Hence one
of the eloquent advocates for the cause of Churis-
tianity in the earliest ages complains, that they
were charged with three offences—Impiety to
God ; Suppers of Thyestes; and the Concubinage
of (Edipus.§ But the account given by Minu-~
tius Feelix of the charges brought against the
whole Christian chuxch, is not confined to vague
and general rumours, but it is so minute and
.particular thatit seems to carry with ita convie-
tion that it was as true as it wasdetestable. ¢ When
anovice,” said his adversary, “ is to be introduced
into a participation of Christian rites, an in-~
fant covered with meal or flour is placed before
him. The novice, not knowing what was beneath,
is desired to strike, which he does till he kills

# Qrigen Coatr. Cels. lib. vi.

4 Clem. Alexand. Strom. lib. fii.

1 Eusebius, lib. iv. cap. 7.

§ Tpie axmspnpulovor o syxhnpara, adsornra, Gussuadurre,
odiwoduovp pubesg.—Athenagoras pro Christianis, p. 30.
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the child. It is then drawn forth, the blood
licked, and the dismembered limbs eaten by all
present, in order that the consciousness of guilt
might bind together the novice and the initiated
to silence and secrecy, by a common participa-
tion in an atrocious act. A day is then set apart
for a general celebration of their mysteries, and
at the appointed time they assemble together;
sisters, parents, children, relatives of all degrees,
and of all ages and sexes. Afier the feast and
wine had caused an excitementin the company,
a hungry dog is tied to the only candelabrum in
the room; he is offered meat by some of the
company, and springing forward to seize it, he
upsets the light and the company are left in the
dark.”* The remainder of the passage is not
fit to translate, though it is given in the lan-
guage of one who was sincerely a Christian, and
as chaste as he was pure in his life and writings;
but who was compelled to pollute his pages with
the foul charges of his adversaries, in order to -
refute them.

When the charges against the early Chris-
tians were so distinctly specified, and the whole
body was thus identified with those widely
spread sectarians, it does not appear to me that

® Minutius Feelix in Octavian.
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the fatal consequences of the doctrines and prac-
tices of the latter, and the dreadful injuries they
inflicted on the cause of Christianity have been
sufficiently insisted on,* nor the additional proof
it affords of divine interposition to preserve it.
The final triumph of the religion of the gospel
over all the efforts of the Heathens to extinguish
it, is no doubt- a strong proof of superhuman
support ; but surely the argument for divine in-
terposition is much strengthened when we add
to the persecutions of its enemies, what it had
to encounter from the perverseness of its friends;
had it been of human fancy or device, from the
monstrous corruptions and perversions which
their vice and folly introduced into it, no doubt
“it would have come to nought :” but we discern
with astonishment a small but pure flame burn-
ing bright, and with an inextinguishable blaze,
under all the ashes which for two centuries had
been heaped upon it by its professors; we see a
clear stream flowing on undefiled and uncor-
rupted by the torrents of pollution they had been

® Hammond, indeed, in his learsmed Commentary on the New
Testament, has given to this sect the consideration they merited.
He refers many passages of the Epistles, not to the Gentiles, but
to them; particularly that in the first chapter of Romans, which so
exactly characterizes them, “ Who though they knew God,”
&c.
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poured into it, by those who professed to drink of
its waters : and now at the end of eighteen centu-
ries we are witnesses of that flame -illumining the
remotest parts of the earth, and that stream
flowing through the most distant lands, and
affording the waters of life to the whole of the
civilized world.

The Heathens availing themselves of the
odium excitéd by the conduct of the Gnostics,
speedily commenced a persecution against the
whole Christian community. It was in vain
that the early fathers exposed the opinions and
practices of these sectarians, and endeavoured
to disentangle themselves from all connexion
with them, by contrasting their conduct and
opinions with the pure doctrines and blameless
lives of real Christians. It was in vain that Ter~
tullian, Athenagoras, and Ireneeus, pointed out
the corruptions and vices of those pretended
followers of the Gospel, and detailed the tenets
and duties which they themselves and all who
founded their faith on the pure word of God,
thought themselves bound to believe and to do.
“ If,” said Athenagoras in his energetic address
to ‘Aurelius Antoninus, * the crimes objected to
us be really true and we are capable of commit-
ting them, spare none of us of either sex, but




COINS, MEDALS, AND GEMS, 79

slay us and our wives and children, till yoa
eradicate a race of human beings who live after
the manner of beasts. But if these charges
against us are unfounded rumours and empty
calumnies, it is your duty to institute an inquiry
and ascertain what our lives and opinions really
are.”* These and similar appeals were disre-
garded or disbelieved ; and the Heathens pre-
tended that they were not merely justified but
called upon to extirpate a race, that besides
being disaffected to the government, were of a
nature too gross and flagitious to be suffered to
live. As Christianity therefore expanded itself
it soon began to suffer those persecutions which
had been predicted by its divine author. The
first commencéd under Nero, and was renewed

# Athenagoras was an Athenian philosopher of the second
century. He was one of those who had entertained bitter pre-
Judiees against the Christians, and had prepared a work tb expose
their enormities ; but being convinced that they were calumniated,
and the crimes of a sect imputed to the whole body, he became
8 convert to their doctrife, and wrote his Apology in their de-
fence. As itis not generally quoted, and is considered a good
example of the Attic style of that period, I shall subjoin here the
original of the above passage as a specimen. AAA’ & udy &AYOn
shvra, pidwog yods Glioncte ody ywdifs xal wados whopdiles dpas
gxaxyhrars, U v} 1) dbplxiy 15 iy Snpiin—if H Aeyowvil
rabra xds SibBorcs nbvau—mngos Tpsy ASiwor eréon womoacha,
Biu Soyuardy 7i.—Athenag. Apol. pro Christian, Edit. Reichem~
birgii. p. 80. : .
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with various degrees of severity till at length an
effort was made to extirpate the religion of
Christ, so extensive and persevering, that nothing
less than a divine interposition seemed to have
preserved it from total extinction.

DIOCLETIAN AND MAXIMIAN,

Diocletian was born in Dalmatia, in the
year of Christ 245, and on the death of Nume-
rianus, was saluted emperor by the army at
Chalcadon, near Constantinople, in 284. He
was_himself a man of mild, philosophic cha-
racter, but was instigated by his colleague in
the empire, Galerius Maximianus. This atro-
cious man was born in Dacia: his father was
unknown, but he himself gave out, that his
mother conceived on the banks of the Danube
by Mars, in the shape of a serpent. Among
other observances by which the Christians were
now distinguished, was their abstaining from
meats offered to idols. This so offended the
mother of Galerius, that she made it a pretext
for urging her son to prosecute them, who was
before greatly inclined to it, and availed him-
self of the first fayourable opportunity to effect
his purpose. He had been successful in the Per-
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sian war, and was passing the winter with Dio-
cletian, in his palace at Nicomedia, where the
subject of their secret conversation was the fate
of Christianity. Diocletian, from the innate
moderation and humanity of his disposition and
his studious and contemplative habits, was both
by nature and education averse from measures of
cruelty ; he consented at first to exclude Chris-
tians from offices in the state, hoping that such
a concession would exempt him from proceed-
ings of more severity. But Galerius obtained
permission to summon a council of the most dis-
tinguished military and civil officers, and submit
to them the question: meantime the Christians,
apprised of what was in agitation, waited in
silent and anxious expectation for the terrible
result, which was to put to.death every man
living who professed the religion of the Gospel,
and so at once extirpate Christianity. The
council met ; they agreed in opinion with Gale-
rius, and Diocletian at length consented to issue.
those exterminating decrees which have justly
stigmatized for ever the character of that em-
peror. It is to be regretted that those most so-
lemn and important edicts have not been handed
down to us in a whale and perfect form, as some
of minor consequence have been. The parti-
E3
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culars are only to be collected from scattered
passages in Eusebius and Lactantius.* Orders
were at first given to burn the books of the
Christians, destroy their churches, punish those
who observed the Lord’s day, and put to death
all who frequented secret assemblies. This
latter distinctive character of the Gnostic sects
was supposed to inclade the whole body of
Christians equally charged with their hidden
atrocities. The time fixed as for the execution
of the edicts was the Feast of Terminalia, in the
year 802, which historians remark was to put a
final termination to Christianity; and at the
dawn of morning a priefect of the Praetorian
band commenced the persecution by entering
the principal church of Nicomedia; he first
burned the sacred Scriptures, and then regu-
larly sacked and destroyed the edifice; the
next day the tremendous decree was every
where published, and the bloody massacre com-
menced. The manner in which this was carried

® Lactantius says, all the decrees of the different emperérs
against the Christians were collected by Domitius, a celebrated
lawyer, in his book ¢ de Officiis Procunsulis ;” but this has been
lost, and they are not to be found in any other. Lactant. Institut.
divin: kb. v. c. 11, p, 5378, Mosheim has given many extructs
from Eusebius and Lactantiug, p. 922—926. Diocletian issned
four decees, the last more cruel than the first.
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on, is evidence that the perpetrators thought
they were exterminating an impure and ferocious
race, to spare whom would be mercy misplaced,
and an injury to society. Eusebius describes
what he himself was eye-witness to, and the
details are too terrible to particularize. He was
in the distant province of the Thebais, in Egypt,
removed it might be supposed from the centre
and fierceness of the persecuting spirit ; yet there
he saw one hundred Christiarfs destroyed in a day
by different kinds of death. In some instances
axes were blunted on their mangled limbs, and
their executioners so tired with slaughter, that it
was necessary to send for fresh men and new
implements to complete the work of destruction.
If this was the case in a distant province, what
were they to expect immediately under the eye,
and within the grasp of their inveterate perse-
cators. The whole of the Roman empire was
at this time filled with them ; and there was not
a province, city,- town, hamlet, garden, or cot-
tage in which diligent pursuit was not made
for them. The few that escaped by chance fled
to the most solitary deserts from the haunts of
their fellow men; and I have visited in the
Gulf of Nicomedia and other remoter places in
. the East, caverns in the sides of nearly inacces-
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sible mountains, where they endeavoured to find
refuge and concealment, during this dismal
period. Many of the-saints and martyrs recog-
nized by the Greek church perished on this
occasion, and they still shew in the church of
St. Euphemia at Chalcadon, the implements of
torture by which she and numbers of her friends
were put to death. In this way historians assert
that in one province alone 150,000 Christians
perished by various kinds of cruel deaths ;* and
so complete was supposed to be the extirpation
of the sect, that coins were struck and the fol-
lowing inscriptions set up, recording the fact
that the Christian superstition was now utterly
exterminated, and the worship of the gods re-
stored by Diocletian, who assumed the name of
Jupiter; and Maximian,who took that of Her-
cules.

¢ Gibbon calculates that 2000 persons only were put to death
in ten years! though Eusebius, who lived at the time, affirms
that from 60 to 100 a day were executed in the province of The-
bais alone : wAefove § ebenorra—uul makw exaroy e Jpuepg -
Euseb. Ec. Hist. 1. 8, c. iv. In a book of the Roman pontiffs,
quoted by Baronius, the'number of martyrs is stated at 17,000 in
a month; nor is it to be supposed that the persecution relaxed
afterwards, when it was the avowed intention—Christianam Re-
ligionem a medio tollere penitus, radicitusq: convellere Bar.
Hist. Eccles, tom. ii. p. 766.
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DIOCLETIANVS IOVIVS ET
MAXIMIAN : HERCVLEVS
CES: AVG:
AMPLIFICATO PER ORIENTEM ET OCCIDENTEM
IMP: ROM:
ET
NOM : CHRISTIANORVM
DELETO QVI
REMP : EVER
TEBANT

DIOCLETIAN : CXES:
AVG ! GALERIO IN ORI
ENTE SVPERS
TITIONE CHRIST :
VBIQVE DELETA ET CVL
TV DEOR : PROPAGATO

¢ Diocletian Jove and Maximian Hercules,
August Ceesars, having encreased the Roman
empire in the east and west, and extirpated the
name of Christians who were overturning the
Republic.”

“ To Diocletian Ceesar and Augustus Gale-
rius in the east, having every where extirpated
the Christian superstition and restored the wor-
ship of the gods.”*

® These inscriptions were found on beautiful columns at
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The Christian writers do not fhil to record
many marks of divine anger displayed on this
occasion. The palace of the emperor was struck
with lightning and ithmediately conshmed, which
so affected him, that he continually saw flashes
of fire before his eyes, and he was seized with a
dangerous fever, from which he with difficulty
recovered. He soon after abandoned the em-
pire to his colleague, and retired to a private
station, in which he diéd of grief and absti-
nence, having obstinately refused all aliment;
while his more atrocious colleague, Galerius,
having exercised agdinst all s subjects, that
avarice and cruelty which ke began by prac-
tising on the Christians, was wasted away with
a consuming and loathsothe disease, and died

Clunia, in Hispania Taraconensis. They are preserved in Baro-
nius, Occo, and Gruterus, p. 280. n. 8, 4. It is rémarkable that
Gibbon who quotes Gruterus for other inscriptions, takes no notice
of these. Similar pillars tere sald to be erectéd by Nero, and one
wis found in Spain, .the inseription of whith i preserved; but
ome doubt has been thrown upon the authenticity of this, and
with reason; for it is well known that his persecution extended
only to the Christians at Rome, who were accused of having set
thé city on fire, a crime which the rest was never charged with
participating in; but the decree of Diocletian extended to the
vihole einpire, and it was known to have been executed in Spain
with rigour by Datianus, the governor. Many of these pillars
were probably erected on the occasion in other places; but when
Christianity was restored, the Christian Iconoclasts destroyed
them with other images, as bdious and horrid memorials.
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with great horror. Without having recourse to
supernatural interposition, we may easily sup-
pose that such would be the natural effects:of
reflection and remorse on men whose conscience
was burthened with the cruelties they had per-
petrated.

In the annexed coin, No. 19, the obverse re-
presents the head of the Emperor Diocletian,
crowned with laurel, and his shoulders covered
with a robe, with the legend, DIOCLETIANVS
Perpetrvvs FELIXx AVGvsTvs.—* Diocletian,
perpetual, happy, august.” On the reverse is
Jupiter holding in his raised hand a thunder-
bolt, and trampling a kneeling figure, with ser-
pent-like feet, having the legend IOVI FVLGE-
RATORI—* To Jupiter the thunderer.” The
prostrate figure designates Christianity, and the
figare of Jupiter brandishing his thunderbolt, is
taken probably from Ovid’s description ;* he is

® ¢ Quo centimanum dejecerat igne Typhea.” Ov. Met.
III. 304. Vaeillant adds the following remark : Diocletianum
exhibere voluisse suum Jovem fulmina vibrantem in Christianos
veluti olim finxere poetz in gigantes, quum Christiani bella
moverent in Jovem, inq : reliquam deorum turbam.—Num., Imp s
Rom. fol. tom. iii. p. 51. This highly interesting coin is not
among the Diocletians in my possession ; it is described by Ban-
durius and others, and there is one in the collection of the king of
France, from which I had the annexed copy taken.
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dashing down the Christians with the same -fire
as he hurled down the Titans, who had equally-
but vainly tried to dispossess him of heaven.
The figure of this coin is very remarkable, and
has a resemblance so strong as to identify it
with the Abrasax on the Gnostic gems, with
serpent-like feet, supposed to be the god of the
Christians.* We see him here then disarmed
(i)f his weapons, the very being which the Chris-
tians were supposed to adore, and this single
sect and its impure idol bringing destruction on
the whole of the Christian church. In the
exergue, PEcvNIA Romx “ the money of Rome.”

A coin similar to that of Diocletian was
struck by his colleague, Maximian, to com-
memorate an event in which he had acted so
distinguished a part.

In the annexed coin, No. 20, the obverse
represents the naked bust of the emperor, crown-
ed with a wreath of laurel, having the legend
MAXIMIANVS PerpETVVS AVGustus.. On
the reverse is the figure of Jupiter Tonans, in
nearly the same attitude, and with the same le-
gend as the former, but having his head covered.

® See No. 5, 6, 7, 18, Besides these here exhibited Mont-

faucon gives thirty-eight fac-similes with this figure, which seems
to have been the universal representation of their deity:
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In the prostrate figure the serpentine part of the
legs is not distinct, and it was on the whole
more of a human form. It may be that Dio-
cletian wished to represent only the depraved
and corrupt sectarians of which his figure is
the emblem ; and that his more atrocious col-
league, careless of distinction, exhibited the
genius of Christianity under any form as equally
the object of his persecution.*

CONSTANTINE THE GREAT.

But while, to all human calculation, Chris-
tianity was now abolished in the world, the
Jhand of Providence was visibly stretched out
for its preservation. Mankind immediately after
saw with astonishment, that it became more
vigorous and flourishing than ever; and the
head of the mighty Roman empire adopted its
tenets from a conviction of its truth, at the time
that his predecessors were boasting of its total
destruction on account of its falsehood.

Constantine, son of Constantius Chlorus
who governed Britain, and Helena, a woman
of obscure birth, who had embraced Christianity,
was born in the year 274, and wasearly instructed
by his mother in her own doctrines.+ For some

® See Tanini Supp: to Bandurius, tab. iii.
+ Some assert that the mother was instructed and converted
by the son. Bus: Vit: Const. cap. 47.
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time after he came to the imperial throne he
still adhered to the rites of heathenism, and "all
his early coins bear the impress and ifscription
of heathen worship, being frequently dedicated
JOVI CONSERVATORI, ‘“ to Jupiter the Preser-
ver,” and other deities of heathen mythology. He
was, however, completely converted in the year
of our Lord 812; and according to ecclesiastical
writers, his conversion was effected, like that of
St. Paul, by a sensible miracle, while he was
performing a journey on a public road. He
was opposed after his elevation to the imperial
purple by Maxentius, a man of furious passions,
gross and sensual habits, and a cruel persecutor
of the Christians. Constantine was in Gaul,
and having heard of the opposition of his rival,
who was in possession of Rome, he immediately
crossed the Alps and proceeded against him.
When near Verona, on his march, and medi-
tating on the difficulties of his situation, he was
roused from deep thought by a bright light
which suddenly illumined the sky, and looking
up, he saw the sun, which was in its meridian,
surmounted by a cross cf fire, and beneath it
this inscription zwrp wxa, * in this conquer.”*

¢ Eusebius asserts, that the emperor himself declared to him
this circumstance, and confirmed it with a solemon oath ; and he




COINS, MEDALS, AND GEMS. ) |

He immediately adopted the cross as his ensign,
and formed on the spot the celebrated Labarum,
or Christian standard, which was ever after sub-
stituted for the Roman eagle. This, as Euse-
bius describes it, was a spear crossed by an
arrow, on which was suspended a velum, having
inscribed on it the monogram ¥, forted by
the Greek letters Chi and Rho, the initials of
the name of Christ. Under this he marched
forward, and rapidly triumphed over all his
enemies ; and, struck with the preternatural
warnibg he had received, and its tonsequences,
he now publicly embraced the doctrines of that
religion under whose banner he had conqugred.
Shortly after he removed the seat of empire
from Rome to Byzantiam, which was thence-
forward called after him Counstantinople. Here
he struck upon his fature coins an impress and
legend alluding to the extraordinary events of
his conversion, and no more traces are to be
found on them of Pagan emblems.

The coin annexed, No. 21, represents on the
obverse the naked bust of the emperor, crowned

adds, ““ who after this will doubt the truth of the narrative ?”
Avrov 88 700 vixqtod Bacirdws ézmelhwu, 3pxav 7€
mighaapevd Tiv My 1l dv dudiadu py oy msevTas
+§ duppipars ;—Eus. vit. Cohstant, lib. i.
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with a laurel wreath, and surrounded with the
legend FLavivs VALerivs CONSTAN-
TINVS, Prerpervvs, FELIX, AVGvsTVvs—
“ Flavius Valerius Constantine, perpetual,
happy, august.” On the reverse is the whole
length figure of the emperor in armour, covered
with a helmet, standing on the prow of a galley :*
in his right hand he holds a globe, surmounted
by a rayed pheenix, the adopted emblem of his
family, to intimate the renovation of his empire ;
in his left is the Labarum, inscribed with the
monogram 3 ; behind is the angel of victory,
directing his course ; round is the appropriate
legend, FELix TEMrorvMa REPARATIO—
‘ the happy reformation of the times.” In the
exergue are the letters, “ PEcvNIA TrEVERO-
RvM,”  the money of Triers.”
The last event of Constantine’s life was a
circumstance as remarkable as it was interesting
in the early history of Christianity. He had
" deferred his baptism till the warnings of ‘sick-
- ness and debility reminded him of its necessity.
He had been in a declining state of health, and

¢ A ship was the common emblem of the state among the
Romans, as in Horace’s Ode, ““ O Navis;” and Grey adopts the
classsic mataphor in his bard.

¢ In gallant trim the gil.ded vessel goes.”
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proceeded to the warm baths of Helenopolis, a
town in the Galf of Nicomedia, which he had
called after his mother in the hope that they
would restore him. After some time passed there
in vain trials of their efficacy, he caused himself
to be removed to the pleasant suburbs of Nico-
media ; and as the feast of the Pentecost was
now at hand, he expressed a strong desire to
have this important ceremony performed. He
therefore called the Christian bishops round his
couch, and made to them an affeeting address.
¢ The time now,” said he, * demands that I
should partake in this seal of salvation. It
had been mine intention to have proceeded to
Bethabara, and receive this solemn rite in the
waters of the Jordan, in public imitation of
my Lord; but God best knows what is expe-
dient, and let his will be done.”* Every prepa-
tion was therefore made for the ceremony, and
it was performed by the Bishop of Nicomedia.
It is to be regretted that Eusebius, who gives a
simple but affecting account of the circum-
stances .attending this ceremony, and even the

* Spa Tovrov cdrpiov adpdrysapares petacxer' &ui peibpa
Topdavev wpord pov Touv’ dvevoupey morpoas.  Oesg ¥dpa o
auppepov Edig, Evreiler Ry ToUTHy Hpuag &fidi,—Eusebius vita.
Const. lib. iv. 63.
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discourses of Constantine, should not have re-
corded also the manner in which it was per-
formed. It appears from him and other autho-
rities, that it was the usual practice for those
whe could command the opportunity to. proceed,
to Palestine, and be immersed in the waters of
the Jordan, as he himself had intended ; it is pro~
bable therefore that it was done at Nicomedia,
as it would have been at Bathabara, by im-
mersion. He appeared deeply impressed with
the ceremony, and caused himself to be clad
in a white robe, as emblematic of the purity
it conferred, which he never laid aside to re-
sume the purple, and in this robe he died ; a
circumstance in the life of the emperor so
very remarkable and detailed with particalar
notice of the ecclesiastical historian, it is not
likely would be passed over unnoticed on the
coins of the empire when so many events of less
importance have been commemorated ; accord-
ingly we find that a coin was struck, probably
. after his death, alluding to the circumstance.
kt appears also to have been struck in Brittain,
the government of his father, and as some say
the birth-place of himself and of his mother,
and where Christianity had already made a con-
siderable progress, and a deep interest would be
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naturally felt in an event so important in the
life of the emperor. He died soon after the
ceremony, in the year 337, at the hour of mid-
day, at the feast of the Pentecost, after a reign
of thirty years, having been, as Eusebjus re-
marks, the first Christian. sovereign who had
ever received the regeneration of baptism.

The annexed coin, No. 22, represents on the
obverse the emperor in his robes, crowned with
a wreath of laurel, having the legend IMPgRA~
tor CONSTANTINVS P1us FeLix AveusTus.
On the reverse is a full length figure of the Em-
peror cloaked, holding in his outstretched right
hand a globe on which the cross had not yet
been placed, and in his left a rod or wand—
the legend, CONSTANTINO Pio Avcusro
BAPmsmate NATo. “ To Constantine the
Pius, August, born, or regenerate, in bap-
tism.” Inthe Exergue PEcunia LoNDINI Cusa;
‘“ money coined at London.”*

¢ I have given this highly interesting coin on the respectable
authorities of Occo, Bergerus, Mediobarbus, and Du Cange, who
all concur in the above reading and interpretation. It has been
however disputed by Harduin, and after him by Jobert and
others, and some of the reasons they assign seem to me to be very
frivolous ; 1st, because another coin is found having in the legend
BRP NAT which is interpreted bono reipublicze Nato, * born for
the good of the republic,” and therefore it is inferred that the A in
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CONSTANTIUS.

Flavius Julius Constantus was the son of
Fausta, the second wife of Constantine; he was
born in Pannonia in 817, and was the favourite
son of his father. He is charged with conniving
at the murder of all his kindred, who were, with
the exception of two, Gallus and Julian, put to
death by the soldiery after his father’s decease.
As soon as he assumed the purple he was opposed
by Magnentius, the tyrant of the west, aided by

the former is not an A, but intended for an R as in the latter!
2dly, Because the letters PAVG standing for Pater Augusti, the
father of Augustus, cannot stand for Constantine the great, be-
cause none of his sons at the time of his baptism had received the
title of Augustus: but PAVG do not stand for Pater Augusti,
but for Pius Augustus, epithets very common in other coins, and
on this very appropriate. 3dly, Because the letters in the exer-
gue refer neither to Nicomedia,where the Greek writers, or to Rome
where the Latins say he was baptized ; but letters in the exergue
are acknowledged to be very obscure and imperfectly understood.
If they do stand for the initials of towns where money was struck,
I presume the meaning I have ventured to give, and the reasons,
are at least as probable as any other. A great many of the coins
of his father Constantius Chlorus have in the exergue PL, and
not a few of Constantine himself; but the letters are rarely met with
on those of any other Emperor who would not be supposed to have
the same interest in the place. Jobert reads PL where ever it
occurs, pecunia Lugduni, ¢ the money of Lyons,” but his com-
mentator, pecunia Londini, the “ money of London,” and adds
very justly ; il n’est pas douteux que dans le Bas Empire on n’ait
battu dans la Grande Bretaigne, des monnoyes au coin des Empe-
reurs.—Science des Med. tom. ii, p. 104. |
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Veteranio; but. he detached the latter, a very
aged man, by his address, and "having deposed
him he proceeded ‘against Magnentius. Both
armies met-at Mursa .in Pannonia, .the present
Essek ; and while they were engaged, Constan-
tius passed .the whole day in the, church of .the
martyrs under the walls:of the city. On this
occasion the ecclesiastical writers relate -a cir-
cumstance ‘'which, according to them, had an
important influence on the fate of -the battle:
Cyril, the -bishop of Jerusalem, was celebrating
divine service about the time of the Pentecost,
when suddenly there appeared a splendid - cross
in the sky, extending -from the Mount of Olives
to Mount Calvary, about 15 stadia in length,
aud this miracle was the occasion of converting
many- Jews-and Gentiles. They further add that
this splendid meteor was seen as far as Mursa in
Pannonia on the day of the battle, and so-terri-
fied Magnentius that he and. his army fled at the
sight of it.* The Emperor was made acquainted

®" Zozomene, lib.-iv. cap, 5. Gibbon says’that Nicepheras
also, who could not refuse a tale of a miracle even from an Arian
enemy, relates this story after Cyril; but I cannot find that
Nicephoras relates any such thing. 'He tells, indeed, an extwa-
ordinary event, but of a different kind ; Maguentius had mounted
a high throne, and called on his soldiers to salute him, but instead
of doing so, théy saluted and called for Constantius.—Nieeph.
lib. ii. c. 28. .

. F
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with the circumstance both by report and by
letter from Cyril, and. he seems to have comme-
morated it on his coins. His father had formed
the Labarum from an impression of a similar
event on him, but he had omitted the inscrip-
tion which was said to accompany it, which his
son for the first time impressed as a legend on
his coins.

In the annexed coin, No. 28, the Emperor
is represented in his robes with the legend Do-
MiNus CONSTANTIVS Pererrvvs - FEnix
AVGvstvs.* On- the reverse is victory erown-
ing the emperor, who-holds the Labarum with
the monogram of ¢ depicted on it, and round
it is the legend HOC SIGNO VICTOR
ERIS; “in this sign you will be victorious.”
In the exergue A, for Primvm SIScensivm,
¢ the first tribute of Siscia,” a‘town in Croatia.

Julian, the only survivor of his family, was
now rising into reputation with the army, which
alarmed the timid and suspicious mind of Cen-
stantius. He therefore sent for a large body of
forces, under the pretext of strengthening his
own army in the war he was waging against
the Persians, but in reality to weaken that of

¢ On the field is D. which is said to stand for the fourth
mint.
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Julian ; the qoldlers, hawever, instead of obey-
ing the orders of the emperor, proclaimed their
favourite Julian, and conferred on him the title
of Augustus. When Constantius heard of this
he immediately returned from Mesapotamia,
and hastened to suppress the revolt ; but he was
overtaken with sickness at Tarsus, where he
died of a fever in the 45th year of his age, and
the 14th of his reign.

The piety of Constantius and his sincere
attachment to the Christian faith, are not to be
doubted ; but he is charged with baving adopted
heterodox opinions; and as they were then the
subject of acrimonious discussion in the church,
the ecclesiastical historians of the adverse party
have been severe in their censures. The coun-
«cil of Niczea had been called by his father .to
settle some disputes, and they had decided on
the doctrine of the Trinity, the identity and
coéternity of the son with the father.* Itis.
certain that Constantius, recalled St. Athana-
sius, the great supporter of this opinion, whom
his father had banished, and on more than one
occasion had afforded him protection ; but the
dispntes of the Arians with this rigid and un-

® The words of Zozomene are suovriog xas guvaidio éaTw
§ fiog T waTPs—Zozom. lib. i. c. 15.
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compromising defender of the trimity, and the
infirm purpose of Constantius in giving way to
them, have stigmatized his name also as being
‘an opponent of the orthodox opinion ; a ramour,
of which subsequent writers have not ‘failed - to
‘avail themselves. Whatever might have ‘been
his private opinions, however, he certainly
thought it right to announce publicly his ac-
quiescence with the decrees of ‘the council of
Nicea on the subjéct, for he has impressed upon
'his coins a large cross, with alpha and omega
at éach side, intimating in’characters not to be
‘mistaken his conviction of the eternity of Christ’s
‘character.

In the annexed coin, No. 24, the obverse
“displays the bust of the emperor, crowned with
a diadem of jewels, and his shoulders covered
with the imperial robe with the legend Do-
Minvs CONSTANTIVS Perrervvs FELIX
AVGv_sTv. On the reverse is a large mono-
‘gram of 3, haviog on one side A, and an-
other &, by which Christ is designated'in the
Revelations as the beginning and end, the first
and the last. The legend is appropriate,
SALVS AVGvst1, “ the salvation of Augus-
tus.”- In the exergue TREVERIs OBSIGNATA,
“ coined at Triers.”
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MAGNENTIUS,

Magnus Magnentius was said by some au-
thors to have been a Briton, and by others a
German captive. He was enrolled in the Roman
army, and served under the emperor Constans,
who was so attached to him, that he saved his
life in battle by covering him with his military
cloak. This signal service he repaid by de-
priving Constans of his life and crown by a
stratagem. Marcellinus, the prefect of the
royal treasury, invited to a feast he had given
to celebrate his birth-day, the senior officers of
the army ; and during the entertainment when
the reason of the company was obscured by
wine, he introduced Magnentius dressed in the
imperial robes; and persuaded his guests, who
were taken by surprise, and not in a state to ex-
ercise their understanding, to swear allegiance to
the new sovereign. The soldiers, corrupted by
the treasures which Marcellinus had at his com-
mand, followed the example of the officers, and
Magnentius was recognised emperor by the
army at Augustodunum, now the town of
Autun, in Burgundy. When Constans heard
of this, he hastened into Spain with a few
followers, but was seized in passing the Pyre-
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nzan mountains, and slain by a Frank soldier.
Magnentius was then crowned emperor, and
succeeded to that part of the empire allotted
to Constans. He now sent an embassy to Con-
stantius, the brother of Constans, to propose a
division of the empire. This was agreed to ;
and to ratify the compact an intermarriage took
place. Constantius gave his sister, and he took
the danghter of Magnentius. In a short time,
however, these arrangements were disregarded,
and a war ensued between them. He was
finally defeated, and his army destroyed in the
Cottian Alps, in the year 353, from whence he
fled to Lyons, where he died by his own hand,

in the 50th year of his age, after a reign of
three years and seven months.

Magnentius was a man 1mbued Wlth lite-
rature and of considerable oratorical pewers,
but of a timid disposition, and exceedingly cruel
when his fears were alarmed. He was, or pro-
fessed to be, an orthodox believer in the doe-
trine of the trinity; and like his rival, Con-
stantius, adopted the alpha and omega on his
‘coin. It is a favourite theme with Gibbon and
the writers of his class to exaggerate the schisms
which divided the church at this time, and to
represent the Arian heresy as exceedingly pre-
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valent among all ranks. It should appear from
the coins of the rival emperors that this was not
the case. Assuming that they were indifferent
to the doctrine themselves, it is a presumption
that others were not so. Indeed such a cha-
racter as Magnentius could not be supposed to
have any serious religious impressions ; yet his
assumption of the emblem of the trinity on his
coin is a proof that it was the universal - belief ;
for as he relied entirely for his support on public
opinion, he would not have publicly adopted
and avowed what was opposed tg it.

The coin annexed, No. 25, represents on the
obwerse the emperor’s bust, bare headed, in his
imperial robes, with the legend DomiNvs
MAGNENTIVS Prreetvus Feuix AVGus-
TUs. On the reverse is the large monogram of
Christ, between A and w, as in the preceding
coin, with the legend SALVS DDomiNorva
NNostraruM AVGustoruM ET CAESarun,
alluding to Constantius and his brother Decen-
tius, who were joined®with him in the empire.
In the exergue, AveusTopux: Monera B, for
SECUNDO ANNO REGNL “ The money of Autun
in the 2d year.” *

* Mediobarbus is rather doubtful of the signification of the
letters in the exergue, and says, forte Ambiani. Ihave vemtured
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DECENTIUS.

Decentius was the brother of Magnentius,
and was created Casar by him in thie year 851,
when he undertook to manage for him the go-
vernmment of Gaul. He was, however, expelled
from thence by Chrodomarins, King of the
Germans, and took refuge in the city of Triers.
Being driven from this also, and finding his
brother’s affairs growing desperate, he, like-him,
put an end to his own existence, having enjoyed
the dignity of Ceesar for two years,

Among the few coins which he struck, whlch
have come down to us, the most remarkable is
the one which recognizes the doctrine of the
Trinity. I give it here as another proof, if any
was wanting, that it was then the received opi-
nion of every part of the Roman empire.

In the annexed coin, No. 26, the emperor
is represented in the obverse as in the former,
bare-headed, in his robes, with the legend
DomiNvs - DECENTIVS FORTis CAESar.
On the reverse are the same monogram and le-
gend, accompaniéd by alpha and omegd. Fr
the exergue TREveRis SieNaTa, “ coined at
Triers.”
on.the above interpretation from its being the place where he

first assumed the purple, and probably the place where he first
struck a coin
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JULIAN THE APOSTATE.

- The sons of Constantine were succeeded by
his nephew Flavins Claudius Julianus, the son
of Julius Constantius, half-brother to Constan~
tine. He was born at Constantinople in 331,
‘but having lost his father early, he was delivered
‘by his uncle to Eusebius, of Nicomedia, to be
educated in doctrines of Christianity, and with
him he passed his youth in a castle of Cappa-
docia. ‘Liberated from thence at an adult age,
he afterwards associated with the philosophers
of Asia, and soon abandoned the principles in
which he had been educated.* When called
't the empire by the death of Constantius, he
openly deserted the cause of Christianity, and
perpetuated the memory of his apostacy by
abolishing the Christian emblems on the coins
of the empire, and replacing not only the
‘heathen emblems of former emperors, but
_adding.sundry others, borrowed from Egyp-
tian superstitions, Some of these coins re-
present him as an Egyptian deity, and his
wife Helena as Isis, holding 2 sistrum, with

¢ He had even taken orders in the Christian church, and
read the Scriptures publicly to the people : conceiving that piety
was his greatest ornament.—Greg. Naz. p. 58.

F3
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the legend Isis Faria; others display bulls,
and dogs, and reptiles, and similar abomina-
tions of Egyptian worship, ¢ changing the
glory of the incorruptible God into an image
made like to corruptible man, and to birds,
and four-footed beasts, and creeping things.”’*
While sacrificing te one of his idols, Mares, a
venerable Bishop of Constantinople, blind with
age, was led by the hand to the heathen altar,

and there rebuked the emperor openly for his
abandonment of Christ. ¢ Will your Galileean

® Ep. to the Romans, i, 2. The Romans in the time of
Augustus do nat seemn to have as yet adopted any Egyptian gods.
Virgil represents them as set in opposition to those of Rome, and
calls them monsters—¢ omnigenimq: defim monstra,” En.
1ib. iif. 698. * monstrous deities of all kinds.” Several indi-
viduals had at different times attempted to introdnce this worship ;
but in the 700 year of the city, a decree was promulgated by the
senate that the fanes of Isis and Osiris, which they had erected,
should be torn down, and the worship abolished ; and afterwards
a decree was issued by Augustus, that the rites performed in
the pomerium should be inhibited.—Dion. Hist. Rom. lib. xL 43.
"Tiberius proceeded further; he ordered all the statues to be
“cast into the Tyber, and the priests to be crucified.—Tacit, An.
1.b. fi. Sueton : cap. 36. In the days of St. Paul and Juvemal,
however, their worship was introduced ; the gods to whom ado-
ration was paid were cats, dogs, apes, oxen, beetles, onions,
leeks, and other vegetables, which occasioned ths satirist to
exclaim,
Oh sanctas gentes, quibus h®e nascumtur in hortis-
Numina. Sat. xv, 1. 186.
“ Oh saered people, whose gods grow in their gardens.”
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Geod,” said Julian, mockingly, ‘¢ restore you
your sight?”—¢ He has taken it from me in
mercy,” said Mares, “ that I might not see
your apostacy.” He was at length led into an
expedition against the Persians, and being be-
trayed by a guide whom he trusted, on the
banks of the river Euphrates, he was attacked
and mortally wounded with an arrow. Being
removed to his tent from the field of battle,
covered with blood, and perceiving death ap-
proaching, the horrors of his apostacy rushed
upon his mind ; and throwing about his blood
in the agony of death, be exclaimed, as some
authors assert,* ¢ Vicisti Galilee !”—*¢ thou hast
conquered, O Galilzan!” and soon after ex-
pired, in the year 363, aged 32, having reigned
only one year and eight months.
' In the first annexed coin, No. 27, the ob-
verme represents the bust of the emperor in his
robes, his head bound by a diadem of pearls,
and having a long beard,t with this legend

® This is the account of Christian writers ; that of the Pagan
is very different.

4 The coins of the lower empire are valuable for preserving
likenesses. In his extraordinary work, the Misopogon, he him-
self describes this beard : dvrog mpéaeleina oy Biluy TovTams
xwydva—3iabearray dvexopas iy Pleipay wamep & Aoy Ty
&1p:y. ¢ T have added this long beard, and I permit animals
(¢pfespew pediculorun) to run about in it like beasts in a thicket.”
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~—DomiNvs FLavivs CLavpivs JVLIANVS,
PerPETVVS, Prus, AVGvstvs. On the re-
verse is the Egyptian deity Apis, who was
worshipped under the form of a bull,* sur-
meunted with stars representing his divinity,
with the legend SECVRITAS REIPVBLICAE
¢ the Security of the Republic.” In the
exergue, CONSTANTINOPOLESS PECUNIA, * the
money of Constantinople.” : .

. In the second, No. 28, the obverse repre-

The Abbe de la Bleterie, who translated the work, says that
his friends entreated—que je supprimasse totalement l'idée qué
presente ici Julien; but he very properly adds,—la delicatesse
Francaise ira-t-elle jusqu: au falsifier les auteurs ?—Hist. Jov,
tom. ii. p. 96. In some coins of Julian in my possession he is
without a beard, which he did not cherish till he became ambi-
tious of the reputation of a philocopher.

* The Israelites first adopted this idol in their escape from
Egypt, carrying with them many of the abominations of the
people with whom they had lived so long. Fxod. ch. xxxii. v. 4.
They were frequently rebuked for it afterwards by the pro-
phets,  changing their glory into the similitude of a calf, that
eateth hay,” Psalm cvi. 20. * The inhabitants of Antioch, at a

) t period, reproached Julian for the same offence. They
had received (as Theodoret says, lib. iii. c. 22.) their Christianity
from the greatest apostles, Peter and Paul, and were proud of
the distinction that in their city the followers of Jesus were first
called Christians. They were indignant that Julian not only
adopted the worship of this Egyptian animal, but that he com-
memorated his folly, putting it on his coln—t§ wulouan
Surol exelv Tavpor, D€ Tov xdopay dvaverpdpfa—-s He placed
the bull upon his coin, and he overturned the universe.”
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sents the Egyptian deity Serapis, crowned with
a modius or corn measure, and rays issuing
from his head ; with the legend DEO SARA-
PIDI—* to the God Sarapis,” On’ the re-
verse is Anubis, whom the Egyptians wor-
shipped under the form of a man with a dog’s
head, holding in his right hand a sistrum, and
in his left a caduceus, the legend VOTA PVB-
LICA— “ the prayers of the public.”*

: IOVIAN.

- The family of Constantine terminated with
Julian; and as the first had endeavoured to
establish Christianity, so the last had endea-
voured to extinguish it. His successor, how-
ever, immediately repaired the injlfries he had
inflicted. Jovianus was born in Pannonia, in
831l. He was with Julian’s army at the time

* The Egyptian deity Anubis is supposed to have been the
same as the Mercury, and hence he is represented with the cadu-
ceus, as before noted._ Luéian, in derision, calls him wuvoxedpaiog
“ dog's head,” and Virgil, Latrator Anubis, * Anubis barking
like a dog.” Gibbon praises the * philosophic character” “of
Julian : to have rejected Christianity might have entitled him to
the name of philosopher in the modern acceptation of the word ;
but surely that man could not deserve it, who adopted in exchange
the most base and revolting superstitions ti:at ever degraded the
human mind. 1In the words of the historian—Q ykp O
Bagirevs mondaiaidaipdy ovvexis Bbay mpic 1615 Pluas TPy
€edwhwv.  Soc. Eccles. Hist. lib. iii. ¢, 27.—* For the king being

exceedingly afraid of demons, was constantly sacnﬁcmg on lhe
altars ‘of their idols.”
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of his defeat, and after his death, with great
prudence and management extricated it from
ita perilous situation, for which occasion he
was declared emperor. As he had been
edueated in the principles of Christianity, he
firmly adhered to its doctrines, and on his
march to return to Constantinople, displayed
the Labarom,~which Julian had laid aside
and prohibited—made a public profession of his
faith, and enforced it to his subjects ; allowing,
however, a qertain toleration to shose wha fol-
lowed heathen rites, excepting only such as
practised magic. He then applied himself to
repair the injuries Julian had inflicted an reli-
gion, by rebuilding Christian churches, and re-
moving from them the heathen idols of his
predecessor. On the island of Corfu is still
standing one of the temples he erected, with
a very perfect inscription on a tablet in the
frieze over the gate, which I copied, intimating
what he had done :— '

NICTIN EXWNBACI/IANEMCONMENEWNCYNEPIOON
COIMAKAPGIMEAONTONAIEPONEKTICA NHON
HUMHNWNTEMENHKA | BWMOYCESAMAIAFAC
WEPOC.ANOYTIAANHCIOBIANOC EANONANAKT1

I, Jovian, having powerful faith as the
auxiliary of my attempts, have built this sacred
temple to thee, blessed Ruler on high !—over-
turning the heathen altars and shrines of the
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Greeks, I present this offering to thee, O King!
with an unworthy hand.”*

The first coins he struck alluded to the same
event, the re-establishment of Christianity.

In the annexed coin, No. 29, the obverse
represents the bust of the emperor in his robes,
his chest remarkably thick and clumsy, and his
head bound with a diamond of pearls; the
legend, JOVIANVS Perpervvs FELIXx AV-
Gvstvs. The reverse represents the emperor
in armour on horseback ; before him is a sol-
dier ‘bearing the Labarum, surmounted by a
cross, which the emperor is anxiously point-
ing to, and following as his guide ; behind him
is an angel, with an olive branch in one hand,
and in the other a crown, which she is stretch-
ing to place on the bare head of the emperor.
The legend, ADVENTVS AVGVSTI, ¢ the

X ceiming of Augustin,” in the exergue, ROMA,
when it was coined.

Nor was Jovian less distinguished for his

® I have prefixed to this essay a view of the temple as it
stands at present. I cannot find a notice either of the temple or
the inscription in any author I have consulted; and I imagine
they are now for the first time published. They are curious, as
being one of the earliest edifices perhaps’ erected expressly for
Christiap worship, and the only inscription extant which com-
memaorate the circumstance.

{

,?
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zeal in re-establishing Christianity than for the
opinion which he espoused concerning it. When
he arrived at Antioch, he shewed his attach-
ment to the orthodox faith, by restoring all the
churches to the adherents of the council of
Nicesd, invited "Athanasius to visit him there,
‘and obtained from him a rule of faith to regu-
late his belief. During his short reign he had
bt little opportunity of striking that immense
number and variety of coins which both his
predecessors and successors have left behind
them. The few, however, that have come down
to.us, are generally impressed with Christian
emblems, and one contains the expression of his
belief in the doctrine of .the Trinity ; having
the large monogram of Christ occupying the
whole field of the reverse, with alpha and omega
at each side. Jovian seems to have been the last
who adopted this device and inscription. The
point of doctrine was now nearly settled in the
‘Christian church, the disputes to which it had
given rise, had ceased to agitate the public
mind, and future emperors did not think it
necessary to impress on ‘their coins their con-
viction of an article of faith which was no longer
called in question. Jovian died at a small
town near Nicea, in the year 364, 'ha\_'ing'
reigned but eight months. He was found dead
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in his bed, supposed to have been suffocated by
the vapour of charcoal.

In the annexed coin, No. 80, the obverse
contains the head of the emperor, and legend
as in the former—the reverse and legend as in,
that of Constantius.*

GRATIANUS.

Flavius Gratianus was the son of Valen-
tianus, and his first wife, Severa, born in 359,
His early disposition was very good, and it was
predicted of him that he would equal the best
princes. Indeed it is creditable to. his character,
that his immoderate love of hunting was ob-
Jected to him as a fault by a Pagan writer, as it
is a presumption, he had no other which could
be made a subject of reproach. On the death
of his father, his brother, Valentinianus, by a
second marriage, was elected Augustus by the

® The coins of Jovian are -cnrious, as preserving, like many
of the lower empire, personal marks by which the man was dis-.
tinguished. He is described by Ammianus Marcellinus, as a
tall clumsy man, who walked with a heavy gait; incedebat
autem, motu corporis gravi, vasta proceritate et ardua, lib. xxv.
cap. 10. Cedrenus adds, that he was of such a size that none of
the royal garments would it him; Tiv 3¢ Ty Fahay Eppens
ws pede & iy Pacixiy ipaTidy dpmeley dvry, Lib. vi.
The Abbe Bleterie affirms, that he was round-shouldered, and
s0 depicted on his coins; il avoit les epaules voutees, comme on le
vait sussi sur ses medailles.—Hist. de Jov. p. 10.
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army, a choice w0 which he acceded without
opposition, though he was the elder; but be-
cause the new Augustus was yet an infant, he
managed for him the affairs of the west, with
great prudence and valour, though himself a
very young man. Here he had several en~
counters with the barbarians of Germany, par-
ticularly with a nation called the Senstioni, who
crossed the Rhine into the province of Gaul,
inliabited and cultivated by the Romans: these
swarms of barbarians, crowding into the Roman
territories, and carrying with them destruetion
and desolation, he totally defeated, like another
Marius, and killed in one day 30,000. To
the survivors he allotted lands, and taught the
$erce robbers to prefer cultivating the arts of
peace and agriculture,. to the state of predatory
war in which they had hitherto lived. As his
presence, however, was confined to the west,
the eastern parts of the empire, under the
infant minority of the emperor, was greatly dis-
turbed, particularly Thrace, the region of the
capital. Conscious, therefore, of his youth and
inexperience at the age of twenty to manage
sach weighty and embarrassing affairs, he sent
for the celebrated Theodosius, who had already
acquired such reputation in Spain, and confided
to his care the management of the eastern part
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of the empire, about the year 379. From this
time he devoted himself to the arts of peace, in
framing excellent laws, and in extending the
belief and practice of the doctrines and duties
of Christianity. His conviction of the benefits
derived to mankind from its promulgation and
adoption, by the sovereigns of the world, he
impressed on his coins, calling the time in which
he lived, a new age, of which Christianity was
the glory, and this was the first public recog-
nition of it, as an epocha. While engaged in
promoting these excellent objects, Maximus,
who governed Britain, revolted; and having
passed over into Gaul, seduced from their alle-
giance many of the native states, and advanced
to Lutetia or Paris. Gratianus, now devoted
to the arts of peace, was unprepared to méet
this sudden attack, and was compelled to séek
his safety by a precipitate retreat to Lugdunum
or Lyons. Here, abandoned by many of his
adherents, he was overtaken by his enemies,
and assassinated by the perfidity of Andragethes
in the year 384, in the 25th year of his age,
having reigned from the death of his father,
seven years and seven months.

The annexed coin, No. 31, represents the
Emperor in his robes having on his head a di-
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adem of pearls, with the legend DoMinvs GRA-
TIANVVS AGvsto GEN1Tvs AVGVsTYS,* Lord
Gratian Augustus the Son of Augustus.”. On
the obverse GLORIA NOVI SAECVLI, ¢ The
glory of a new age.”* On the field OFrrcina III.
¢ Coined at the third mint.” In the exergue
CONSTANTINOOPLEys OBsiGNATA, or, accord-
ing to others, CiviraTvMm OriENTIs NEGoCIA-
TorvM B, for SEcvNDvM. TRIBvIvM, ‘¢ The
second tribute of the merchants of the east.

) THEODOSIUS THE GREAT.

From the reign of Jovian, Christianity was
established as the accredited religion of the vast
Roman empire, without any attempt made by
a succeeding emperor to extinguish it, notwith-
standing efforts on the part of the péople to re-
vive heathenism. Theodosius was born in Spain,
in the year 346. He was appointed by Gratian

* ® This coin has been like others, subject to a variety of con-
Jectures as to the reading and meaning of the legends, both of
the obverse and reverse. Ihave adopted that which seems to
me most simple and suitable, agreeing with the conclusion of
Jabert, that though,—on ne peut au temps de Gratien, trouver
aucune raison de dire qu’on commence un nouveau Siecle, par
rapport aaucune autre Epoque ; on ne scauroit rien trouver’ plus
raisonabile, que de dire que ¢’ est le commencement du Second
Siecle, anquel on a eu le bonheur @’avoir des Princes Chretiens;
a qui I’ on peut frapper des medailles avec le nom de Jesus Chmt
—La Science des. Med. tom i, p. 324. -
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to avenge the death of Valens, who had been
slain by the Goths, and’ conducted himself with
such prudence, that "he was called to the impe-
rial throne. Here he was a strenuous supporter
of Christianity. He issued many decrees
‘against the Arian heresy, still professed, and
established the orthodox faith in the Trinity,
as decreed at the Council of ‘Nicwa. Some
attempts were made in his reign to revive
the heathen superstitions at Rome and in
the proviuces, but he effectually prevented
them. The senate at Rome, who still had a
tendency to their ancient rites, requested that
they might be permiited to re-erect the a tar to
Vicrory, which had been removed; this he
strictly prohibited, and about the same time he
totally abolished in Egypt the worship of Se-
rapis and other gods, issuing the memorable
decree, that no one should presume in the Ro-
man dominions ‘“to worship anidol by sacri-
fice.” It was on this occasion that he -sur-
mounted the globe with a cross, as is seen on
his coins. The globe had been a favourite
‘emblem of the Roman emperors, some of whom
surinounted it with the Roman eagle; some
with the figure of Victory; and the family of
Constantine. with a pheenix: but Theodosius
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placed on it the cross, intimating the triumph
of Christianity over the whole earth. The
originator of this device has been a matter of
dispute with Antiquarians. Du Cange affirm-
ing, that Valentinian was the first who used
it, and Bandurius, that a globe surmounted
by a cross is to be found on a coin of Jovian.
The coins allnded to, however, are said to be
very rare, ‘and are not mentioned by Medio-
barbus, &e. If the device had been used hefore
it seems to have been forgotten or neglected
till Theodosius gave it currency and celebrity :
on two gold coins of different sizes in my col-
lection it is to be found, and I have not seen it
on any earlier. Before the time of Theodosius
a Victory surmounting a cross was universal;
after this time it disappeared, and the cross
was always seen in its place. He seems there-
fore to have first established the use of that
emblem, which other Christian monarchs, as
well 2s our own, bear at this day at their coro-
nation. From this period heathen mythology
sunk into general contempt, and forsaking the
cities, where the inquisitive minds of cultivated
men had detected and exposed its absurdities,
it retired among the remote ¢ Pagi,’ or villages,
where it continued to linger a little longer, -and
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its professors were denominated ‘Pagani,”® or
“ Pagans,’ and the superstition itself ¢ Paganism,’
an appellation which it retains to this day.
Theodosius divided his empire between his sons
Arcadius and Honorius, giving to the former
the East, of which Constantinople was the
capital ; and to the latter the West, of which
Rome was the capital. The Christian world
was thus divided into two empires and two
churches; the first distinction has been long
since -obliterated, but the second yet subsists.+
He died in 395, after areign of sixteen years,
having justly acquired the appellation of the
Great. ‘
The annexed coin, No. 82, represents the
emperor in armour, with a spear and shield:
the legend, DomiNvs THEODOSIVS, Per-
rexvvs, FELIX, AVGvsTys. The reverse re-
presents him in armour, holding in his right
hand the Labarum, and in his left the globe,
surmounted by a cross ; beside him is a star,}
* Quod Religio Christiana in urbes recepts, Pagani gentiles

ritus diu retinuerunt.
4+ The separation -of the churches did not entirely take piace
till 366, when Basiljus, by the influence of Photius, completely
effected it. ,
$ The star was placed on the coins of Julius Ceesar in allusion

to hix supposed descent from Vesns, and it seems to have been
heuce adppted hy succeeding emperors.

P b
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with the legend, GLOR1a ORVIS for ORBIS
TERRARvM—¢ the Glory of the earth.” In
the exergue the letters TuESsaLonoNicx OB-
SIGNATA, * coined-at Thessalonica.”

JUSTINIAN.

- ‘For two centuries nothing very memorable
occurred in the eastern empire, nor did any of
the emperors distinguish -themselves -till the
reign of Justinian. :Justinian was born in
.Thrace, and ‘was raised to the imperial purple
in 527, being 45 years old, ‘though some-of his
coins represent him as a younger man. He
was of a very religious turn ; nevertheless he
married Theodora, an actress of a very pro-
fligate life, who gained great influence over
him in persecuting heretics. The laws of the
empire were at this time in great confusion, and
he engaged Trebonius, an eminent lawyer, to
prepare a compilation of them ; then a digest
or pandect; and finally, institutes, ‘or an ele-
mentary treatise. The Code, Pandects, and
Institutes of Justinian, form the. great body of
civil jurisprudence recognized at this day. He
was also the first who introduced the silk from
Persia, and so it has passed into Europe. His
piety was displayed on several occasions: he
re-edified many churches, and among the rest
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thar of Sancta Sophia, as it now existd at Con~
stantinople. He erected a statue in-the Au-~
- gusteion, to which he gave the globe and cross
which otherx had confined to thejir cains:* he
seemed ambitious of distinction in miner points;
he modified the form of the cross into that which
still conginues, in the ¢astern church, to.he pecu-
liarly .called the Greek cross,¥ and he bent
down the tiara, so as-to-give it the shape of the
medern crown surmounted by a cross, as used
at present by Christian monarchs. These cir-
cumstances are commemorated on hig goins.
The annexed coin, No. 33, represents on
the obverse the emperor xobed, his head covéred
with a cross-bearing: crown of his new construc-
tion, and holding in his right hand the cross-
bearing globe. The legend, in very rude cha-.
racters, DOMINVS JVSTINIANVS, PERr=~

® This statue in the Augusteion is thus described by two
wiiters : xal T pev Spicepn xelpn pepés. opatpay Gumymenurog
765 oravpov & avry. ¢ And in his left hand he holds a globe
with ‘a cross fixed on it.’”” Suidas Lexicon. art, lovsuieyog.
Exei 3¢ obre Sigpog obre dovparog oute ahda Taw tmdaw oiBex, GAAG
araipes &ure ems ToU BoAdv émmeiTas. ¢ He holds in his band
neither sword nor spear, nor any other weapon but a cross stand-
ing on a globe.—Procop: de Edific: Justin. lib. i e 2:

+ In gll the modern Greek standdrds I have.seen, the. figure,
of this cross was exactly preserved by the insurgents. It repre-
sents the three crosses at the crucifixion; that of Christ is'in the
middle, those of the.malefactors at each side.

‘G
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PETVVS, P1vs, AvGvsTvs. On the reverse is the
Greek cross, standing on a pedestal of steps.
The legend, rude and imperfect, VICTORIA.
AVGVST1; in the exergue, CONsTANTINO-
POLEwS OBsiaNaTa, “ coined at Constanti-
nople.”

One of the great and laudable labours of
Justinian, was the reparation of such cities as
bad been destroyed either by the violence of
the enemy or the convulsions of nature. The
towns of Syria had suffered greatly in - both
ways, particularly Antioch. This city had
been rendered famous in the early annals of
Christianity, as the place where its doctrines
met with the earliest reception, and its pro-
fessors were first called Christians, and where .
St. Peter established the first Christian see.
It was for these reasons held in high respect by
the early Christians, and we have seen with
what determination the inhabitants had dis-
sented from, and exposed the apostacy of Julian.
This city the pious Justinian took under his
especial care. He turned the river Orontes, so
as to bring it to the walls of the town: he
paved the streets with immense blocks, so large,
that Procopius says, each of them was a burthen
for a four horse cart: he repaired the parts
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that had been burnt: he re-edified the whole
town after it had been shattered with an earth-
quake: and he adorned it with two splendid
temples, one to the Deipara, or the Virgin
mother of God, and the other to the arch angel
Michael.* Having done all this he changed
the name from Antioch, by which it was known
and recognized on the coins of all his pre-
decessors, to @ewwmonss “ the city of God ;+” and
to commemorate the fact, his coins of that city
are marked =z Hgyp, and so the practice was
continued generally by his successor. He died
in the year 565, in the 83d year of his age,
worn out with cares and anxieties.

The annexed coin, No. 34, represents on the
" obverse, the emperor with a crested crown, hold-
ing in one hand a globe-bearing cross, and on
the arm of the other a shield ; the legend as
before. On the reverse are the letters ANNO
xxxI1, the year of his reign, and the Greek
capital I, supposed by Jobert to stand for 10,

® Procopius de Z£dif: Justiniani, kib. ii. c. 10. Evagr. H. E
kib. iv. c. 6.

t @eovmonss g & monsg, Frig € CAvrioyas pers Ty
céiopoy dvoudaly Exo oug ‘ Theopolis, a city of the
east, which was so called by Justian, instead of Antioch, after the
earthquake.”—Steph : Byzant : de urbibus. v: @equmoAss.
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the number of small coins for which it was ex-
changed. In the exergue is THEY for @cowmons,
the name he had conferred on Antioch.

_ FOCAS.

Flavius Focas was only a centuyion. In
the year 602 the Emperor Mauncms dlrected
the army in the Autumn to pass the Ister, and
take up their winter quarters on the other side;
they mutined at this order, and placed at their
head Focas. Under him they marched on
Constantinople, entered and took the city, and
then elected their leader Emperor for his ser-
vices. Mauricius, despairing of safety, fled
across the Bosphorus to Chalcadon, where he was
seized with his children, and his whole family
was put to death, by order of the new emperor,
with the exception of one person. - Chosroes,

the Persian king, wishing to. avenge the death

of his friend Mauricius, totally defeated the
Roman armies, and carried devastation into
the eastern provinces. When their general,
Narcetes, returned to Constantinople, he ordered
him to be burned alive in the market-place.
The army became now discontented at the pro-
gress of the Persian war, and the Pratorian
guard burst into open mutiny, setting fire to
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the emperor’s palace, opening: the prisons, and
liberating the malefactors. But they were sub-
dued ; many were beheaded, many were cast
into the sea, and the rest were disbanded. A
fresh insurrection, however, broke out at Alex-
andria, where Heraclius commanded; and he
having advanced from Africa, entered Con-
stantinople, seized the person of the tyrant whom
he immediately slew ; and having cut off his
head, ordered it to be carried into the city, and
his body to be burned in the cattle-market. He
reigned seven years and seven months, leaving
behind him a very atrocious character. His
coins generally represent him as he was, a man
of a truculent aspect, indicative of the unrelent-
ing ferocity of his mind. Yet at the same time
he was careful of minute observances, and they
all exhibit some emblem of Christianity, in
which, like Justinian, he seemed fond of dis-
playing his piety. It had been the custom of
the emperors preceding him, to bear in their
trand a wand, flattened at the top, for a sceptre’ ;
and this custom was very ancient among the
Greeks. The sceptre was called Nzpfnf, because
it was made of the stem of a plant of that name,
called by the Romans, Ferula; and hence the
emperors themselves were called Narthecophoroi.
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There is an island named Oxia, in the sea of
Marmora, at a short distance from Constan-
tinople, where the Greek emperors had a palace
and made it their summer residence. It is re-
markable that this island abounds this day with
this plant, which supplied the sovereigns with
sceptres, nor is it to be found any where else that
Iknow of, in the country about Contantinople.
From the time of Theodosius, this sceptre was
usually superseded on the coins by a ball sur-
mounted by a long cross ; but Focas was the
first who substituted a cross, without a globe,
for his sceptre ; and this atrocious man seemed
to have taken particular care to have emblems
of Christianity displayed in every form about
his person.

The annexed coin, No. 85, represents on
the obverse the emperor with a full front in his
robes ; his head covered with a cross-bearing
crown, and in his right hand his newly devised
cross-bearing sceptre. The legend DomiNvs
FOCAS PERrpETVVs AVGvstvs. On the re-
verse is an angel, holding in one hand a cross,
surmounted with a P, the monogram of the
emperor’s name, which in Greek was always,
and in Latin sometimes spelled with a PH ; in
the other a cross-bearing globe. The legend,
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with a mixture of Gothic letters, VICTORIA
AVGUSTI. In the exergue CONsTANTINO-
POLEWS OBs1GNATA.

JUSTINIAN RHINOMETUS.

The introduction of images and pictures
into the Grecian churches had now become
very prevalent, and the emperors commemo-
rated the practice by impressing similar ones
an their coins. Justinianus, son of Constantinus
Pogonatus, was called to the imperial throne in
685. He was a man of cruel and implacable
character, and was attacked and taken prisoner
by Leontius, who mutilated him by cutting off
his nose, and from thence he was called Rhino-
metus. He was afterwards overtaken by a storm
at sea, and his confessor directed him to pray
for and promise forgiveness to his enemies. His
prayer was, “ May I now perish if I spare one
of them !” which determination he religiously
kept when restored to the crown. He affected,
potwithstanding, much piety, and was the first
to introduce upon his coins the image of oar
Saviour, copied, it should appear, from a brazen
statue of him over one of the churches, which
was afterwards the cause of much tumuit.
Justinian died in the year 711, leavmg behind
him a very atrocious (,haracxer
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In the annexed coin, No. 86, the obveérse
represents the bust of Christ, holding in his left
hand the Gospel, or perhaps the Prophets, which
he seems to be explaining by the pointed finger
of his right hand ; his head is crowned with rays.
The legend, with a mixture of Greek and Go-
thic letter, JESUS CHRISTVS, REX REG-
NANTIVM—* Jesus Christ, the King of
kings.” On the reverse the emperor is repre-
sented in barred vestments, his head surmounted
with a commeon cross, and holding in his right
hand the cross of Justinian. The legend, Do-
‘MiINvs JVSTINIANVS SERVVS CHRISTI
- Lord Justinian, servant of Chtist.” In the
exergue CONOB, as in the former.

LEO AND CONSTANTINE.

The excess of images and pictures, now in-
troduced into the Christian church, excited in
no small degree the concern of those who
thought them inimical to pure worship, and a
violation of the commands of God; a refor-
mation, therefore, commenced in the easterm
church, similar to that which many centuries
after took place in the western; which was
warmly supported by the Emperor Leo.

Leo II. called Isaurus, from the place of his
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birth in Asia Minor, was originally named Conon;
but took the appellation of Leo when crowned
emperor in 717. He began his reformation by
assembling a council of bishops and senators,
who both concurred with him in the propriety
of removing all images, from the altars and
sanctuaries of Christian churches. In this re-
formation he was violently opposed by Gre-
gory II. pope of Rome, who excited the Latin
people to revolt against him, and influenced
Germanus, the patriarch of Constantinople, to
resist his authority. He exiled Germanus, and
sent a fleet to reduce his revolted subjects in
Italy ; but the fleet was lost in a storm in the
Adriatic, and an earthquake at the same timne
devastated Constantiple : these two circum-
stances were assigned by his opponents as evi-
dence of God’s anger against him. A sect of
Christians at this time started up, who were
called Iconoclasts or image-breakers. They
entered the churclies, and like Knox’s reformers,
and Cromwell’s puritans, defaced or destroyed
every image they met. -The emperor and his
ministers were supposed to favour these men,
whose zeal often carried them beyond the bounds
of discretion.* There stood over one of the

* The number of images des:troyed on this occasion is thus
Jjustly regretted by a Byzantine historian :—*Eqx} Adoyros 7D
’ F3
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principal churches, an image of Christ, held in
high respect by the people. Not content with
destroying the images of saints, they tore down
this also, as an idolatrous exhibition. The
Latin writers, as may be supposed, were loud in
their condemnation of this impiety. They as-
serted that Leo had secret connection with the
Arabs and Jews, and with an atrocious sect
called Manichans, prevalent in the part of
Asia Minor where he was born, and that he
acted with a view to extirpate Christianity al-
together. He, however, persevered in his refor-
mation till his death, which happened in the
year 741,

He was succeeded by his son Constantine
Copronymus, called so in derision, because, as
the Latin writers assert, he defiled the font at
his baptism, no vain omen of his impiéty,* a
token that he would pollute and defile the
church hereafter. He persevered in the same
course as his father had begun, till he had era-
dicated the traces of superstition, and restored
“loatpoy wM& Béapara doyaia wapehvbicay xal ipar-
sobioay ¥4 75 mavrehis ahdyigor adTi—" Under Leo the
Isaurian many ancient statues were destroyed, and disappeared
through his extreme folly.” The exceeding scarcity of sculptured
remains of ancient art in Constantinople at the present day, is
attributable as much to this cause as to the ravages of the Turks

and Crusaders.
* Haud vanum impietatis omen.

~
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the worship of the church to its primitive purity
and simplicity. That their object was not to
abolish Christianity, but to purify it, appears
"from their inscriptions and coins. They erased
all impressions of the Virgin, and even of our
Saviour * as idolatrous ; but they retained every
where the great sign of salvation, the cross.
There stood till very lately in Constantinople,
an inscription over the great gate of the palace
called Chalces, strongly expressing their senti-
ments on this subject, and indicating that their
hostility was not directed against a sacred em-
blem, but against the unworthy and degrading
representation of the living God, by an idol of
lifeless matter. Under a large cross sculptured
over the entrance of the palace were the follow-
ing words :— :
A@hNONEIAOEKAIHNOHEEEHPMENON
XPIZTONT'PAGEZOAIMHSEPONOAEZIIOTHE
TAHTEHPATAIZTPASAIZIIATOTYMENH.
AEQONZTNTIOTONEQKONZTANTING

STATPONXAPATTEITONTPIZOABIONTYIION
KATXHMAMIZTONENIITAAIZANAKTOPON

® A coin with our Saviour’s image, not having the name of
any emperor, is attributed to him by Du Cange, but very properly
rejected by Bandurius, as altogether inconsistent with his known
character and conduct. Another with a similar reverse, and
having Leo’s name on the obverse, is justly supposed by Pellerin,
10 belong te Leo VI., called the Sage.
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“ The emperor eannot endure that Christ
should be sculptured, a mute and lifeless image
graven on earthly materials. But Leo and his
son, young Coustantine, have at their gates en-
graved the thrice blessed representation of the
cross, the glory of believing monarchs.”

Copronymus died in the year 775.

The annexed coin, No. 37, from which the
image of Christ is excluded, and replaced by
that of the reigning monarch, exhibits on the
obverse, the emperor Leo ; his head covered
with the crown of Justinian surmounted with a
cross. His body is clothed in barred vestments;
and in his right hand he holds the Greek cross.
The legend, in rude characters, CoNsTANTINO
LEON Pus AnnNos MVLros—# to Constars
tine and Leo the Pious, many years.®* On the
reverse are both Leo and his son Constantine,
crowned and clothed as in the obverse, with
a Greek legend, expressed in rude Latin letters,
CONSTANTINOS Sux LEON O NEOS—
¢ young Constantine with Leo.”

® Khell in his supplement to Vaillant explains this legend,
and says8 it alludes to the destruction he meditated for the Catholic
religion. In antica annos multos charactere barbaro ei conpre-
cantur cives et monetarii ; quibus votis ad perniciem quidem reli-
gionis Catholicee eventus satis commode respondit.—Sup: Vail :
4to. p. 303. .
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JOHANNES ZEMISCES.

The reformation in the Greek church con-
tinued with various success for more than two
centuries. Leo V. called Armenus, was so
eager to effect it, that he is strongly reprobated
by the Latin writers, who say—‘‘ he raged with
every kind of atrocity against the sacred Ca-
tholic images.”* He was adsassinated at the
altar, with the cross in his' hand. Michael
Balbus, however, allowed, in 820, the worship
of images to every man’s conscience, but strictly
prohibited their restoration in churches ; till at
length Theodora, during the minority of her
son Michael III. replaced them—exhibiting, as
the Latin historian say—“ a singular exams¢
ple of a woman who restored the worship of
images.”t

The zeal of the reformers now abated, the
coustant reclamation of the clergy of the Latin
church prevailed, and images were again gene-
rally introduced. Johannes Zemisces slew the
emperor Nicephoras Phocas in his palace, and
was himself saluted emperor by his adherents,

® In sacras imagines Catholicas omni atrocitate bacchatus est.
t Singulare exemplum femin® qu® sacrarum imaginum
cultus restituit.
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in the year 969 ; but the patriarch refused to con-
firm their choice till he had expiated his guilt.
He therefore bestowed all his goods to feed
the poor, and performed other penances, when
he was at length accepted of. Among other
acts of piety recorded of him, is the restitution
of the statue of the Virgin. He had defeated
the Bulgarians, who had made an inroad into
the territories of the empire, and found among
their spoils a chariot, on which he placed an
image of the Virgin of great reputed sanctity,
and made with her a triumphal entry into the
city. This he deposited with great solemnity
in the principal church, where it was kept like
that of Minerva, as the great palladium of the
state. This image he has represented on his
coins, and was the first who introduced the
practice. He also restored the image of Christ,
being the first who devoted both the obverse
and reverse to his image and inscription. He
died by poison in the year 975. .

The annexed coin, No. 38, exhibits on the
obverse the image of our Saviour, with a book,
his head circled with glory—on each side is
IC,XC, the Greek initials and termination of
Jesus Christ ; without a legend. The obverse
represents the Virgin, her hands expanded, and




COINS, MEDALS, AND GEMS, 185

her head surrounded with 2 nimbus,* with - the
letters MP, @ Myryp 8eow, ¢ the mother of, God.”
From this time till the destruction of the
lower empire by the Turks, the coins that have
been found are very irregular and imperfect ;
they either have no legend to designate to whom
they belong, or they are wrapped up in an ob-
scure and uncertain monogram, that at best is
but a subject of mere conjecture; few coins
of the great families of the Comneni and the
Paleologi are to be found; and one known to
belong to the last Constantine, has not yet, I
believe, been discovered.t The image of the
Virgin, still held her place on the coins, though
a compromise was made with the churches,
which continues at the present day. The
Greeks, moreover, in their contests, succeeded
in establishing many points of doctrine and dis-

® The nimbus or glory which now encircles the heads of
saints only, was in the lower empire a mark of regal distinction.
It is seen round the heads of Constantine, Mauritius, Focas, and
others; and appears to have been a modification of the rayed
erowns of the Roman emperors. But from the time of Johannes
Zemisces, and Justinian Rhinometus it was exclusively confined
to Christ, the Virgin, St. Demetrius and other saiuts in the Greek
church, and so it has been adopted and continued in the Latin.

4 Du Cange exhibits a large medal of John Paleologus. He
also gives a coin of Michael Paleologus, though no inscription
sanctions the conjecture.  Mionnet mentions one of Constantine
Paleclogus, but rejects it as spurious.
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cipline, approximating to those which the Pro-
testants adopted at the Reformation. They
reject the infallibility of any individual in
their church. They do not hold as canonical
the Apochrycal books. They do not believe
in an intermediate state, where sins are purged
by fire or other means.* They use leavened
bread formed into a loaf at the Eucharist.}
They give the elements of both kinds to the
laity. Their secular priests may be married
men.} All statues or sculptured representations
are excluded from their churches ; but theif
place is supplied by abundance of pictures,
which are no less the objects of their respect
and devotion. The Greeks, with their usual
refinement, adhere to the letter of the law and
reject all graven images; but it seems a strange
anomaly that those who profess to feel a horror
at bowing to wood and stone, should kneel with-
out scruple to paint and canvass.

* Purgatory, or a place where sin is purged by fire, or other.
means, was allowed by Origen, but condemned by the 2nd council
of Constantinople.

+ The bread is not a common loaf, but made for the purpose ;
having on it the letters found on the coins '3 x—"—: Leaoug Xpigrog
vixee, ‘¢ Jesus Christ conquers.”

1 They may be married when ordained, but cannot marry

afterwards. *




ADDENDA.

It may not be irrelevant to conclude the ac-
count of amulets by a brief notice of the opinions
still entertained in the East on the same subject.
A conviction of the prophylactic efficacy of cer-
tain words or symbols, in averting evil, is still
the universal notion entertained by every class
I have met, either Turks, Jews, or Christians.
The former sell these charms publicly at their
mosques, and I have caused to be purchased for
me at the mosque of Santa Sophia, several writ-
ten amulets, composed of verses from the Koran
and the 99 Epithets of Alla, accompanied. with
an assurance that whoever wore them were pro-
tected against all the evils moral and physical
thetein specified.

Some of these evils are enumerated as follow,
forall which I have obtained talismansor amulets. .
The malignity of demons, serpents, scorpions,
and venemois animals; fraud, calumny, sudden
death, sword and lance; 77 and 366 diseases.
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Many of them are particularized, such as the
worm of hell (tape worm) colic, head-ache, sore
eyes, lumbago, any affections of the head, teeth,
eyes, throat, neck, shoulders, ears, breast, navel,
belly, hands, and feet. One talisman promises
to protect the wearer, if stones rained down from
the sky; another assures him it will cause his
word to be always respected, and a third affirms
that the angel Gabriel has promised Mahomet
that the bearer of it shall enter Paradise looking
in the face of two beautiful damsels, one on his
right hand and the other on his left.” But the
evil most dreaded, and the pregnant source of all
the rest, is an evil eye. This is a superstition
perhaps the earliest entertained in the world, and
the most widely diffused, and which yet con-
tinues in the East in its full force, firmly fixed
in the minds of every class and denomination of
the people, who evince an extraordinary solici-
tude to evade its effects, which are not confined
to any particular injury, but extend to every
misfortune which a man can sustain in his per-
son, property, or destiny. One of these is very
remarkable, and the Turks in particular are most
anxious to avert it. When a wedding. takes
place they imagine that some person in the
company may, by a glance of the eye, at once
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destroy their connubial happiness, and stories of
this kind are every day told and believed. One
of the janissaries of the English palace commu-
nicated to me a case of this kind which had just
happened to his son-in-law, a fine young man,
who lay under this influence but was afterwards
restored by the efficacy of some charms made
for him by a dervish. lmagination had probably
a powerful effect in causing and curing the
malady. To avert these and similar conse-
quences various talismans are devised : .the most
common is a little figure of blue beads or glass,
in various shapes, suspended to the thing to be
protected. It is imagined that this conspicuous
object will attract the first glance of the evil eye,
and so its malignity will be expended on it.
This is universally attached, not only to

animate but inanimate objects. Horses and
buffaloes, ships aud houses, are equally guarded
in this way. When a child is to be shielded from
harm, amulets of blue china or glass in the form
of a human hand are hung on the head. This
is called Kef Marjam on the “ hand of Mary,”*

® There is a beautiful and fragrant shrub very common in all
the banks of the rivers in the East—the Vitex Agnus Castus.
The digitate leaves of this resembling a hand, the Turks also call
Kef Marjam, and attribute to it the virtues of an amulet.
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and supposed to be the Virgin’s hand held over
the infant, and it is generally used by the Arme-
nians. But besides these and similar ones, the
Greeks have sculptured gems inscribed and used
as those of the Gnostics, and differing only in
the better influence under which they are sup-
posed to act. One of these in my collection
is cat on a comelian, to which the possessor at-
tributed great virtue. It contains an inscription
surmounted by a cross, and terminated by the
date. The inscription is Despinoo Thanasi, the
name of the.person who is put under the pro-
tection of the cross. Many Gnostic amulets bear
the name of the person in a similar manner.
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